4™ SUNDAY OF LENT

For everyone who does wicked things hates the light and does not

come toward the light, so that his works might not be exposed. But

whoever lives the truth comes to the light, so that his works may be
clearly seen as done in God. - Jn 3:20-21

God Really Loves You!

How do we know, beyond a doubt, that God truly loves us
and wants us to be united with him forever? “For God so
loved the world that he gave his only Son, that whoever
believes in him should not perish but have eternal
life” (John 3:16). God proved his love for us by giving us the
best he had to offer - his only begotten Son. Jesus freely
gave himself as an offering for our sake and as a sacrifice
to atone for our sin and the sin of the whole world.

This passage tells us of the great breadth and width of
God's love. God'’s love is not an exclusive love for just a
select few, but a redemptive love that embraces the
whole world. God’s love is a personal love for each and
every individual whom God has created. God is a loving
Father who cannot rest until his all wandering children
have returned home to him. Saint Augustine says, God
loves each one of us as if there were only one of us to
love.

God gives us the freedom to choose whom and what we
will love. We can choose to love the darkness of unbelief
and sin, or we can choose to love the light of God's truth,
beauty, and goodness. It really is our choice - a choice

that has long term implications for us.
... Don Schwager at https://www.dailyscripture.net
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Church of the Nativity

1061 Folly Road
Charleston, South Carolina 29412

Mission Statement
We strive to be a faith-centered, Catholic community. By
virtue of Baptism, we are called forth to minister to one
another the Gospel message of Jesus Christ through
education, evangelization, social justice and ecumenism.
We reach out in love, respect and support for all as we
seek to do the will of God.

Weekly Mass Schedule

Mon. through Fri. 11:30 am Mass
Thurs. 9:30 am School Mass
All are welcome and invited to attend the School Mass.
Attendees who are not affiliated with Nativity School
are requested to please sit toward the back of the
church and away from the students.

Saturday Vigil Mass 5:30 pm
Sunday Mass 9:00 am and 11:30 am

Weekly Stations
2:30 pm Living Stations presented by
Nativity School Students
Fri. ~ 5:30 pm Stations presented by Nativity
Ministries followed by Lenten Dinner
in the Parish Life Center

Weekly Hour of Eucharistic Adoration
Thursday 12:00 noon

Weekday Rosary in the Church
Mon. through Fri. 12:00 noon
Church is open Daily for
Private Prayer and Devotion
Weekdays: 8:00 am to 3:00 pm
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday: 4:15 to 5:00 pm and by appointment

Office Hours This Week

Monday - Friday: 8:00 am to 3:00 pm
Office: 843-795-3821 / Fax: 843-795-2714
e-mail: Office@NativityCharleston.org

Wed.
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Last Week’s Bulletin did not arrive in time
for distribution at the Weekend Masses.

Some information from Last Week’s Bulletin
has been included in This Week’s bulletin.



THINGS TO KNOW

Nursery: Is offered to children age 6 weeks to 4 yrs. old during
the Sunday 9:00 am Mass. It is located on the right side of the
school’'s breezeway entrance. The Nursery is temporarily
closed while the school is under construction.

Children’s Liturgy of the Word: Is offered to children age
4 years through 5" grade during the 9:00 am Mass on Sundays.
The children are dismissed after the opening prayers and re-join
their family for the Liturgy of the Eucharist. This ministry is
currently unavailable as we assess space and volunteer
needs.

Religious Education Programs: Nativity School serves
students in grades K4 through 8. The Parish School of Religion
(PSR) is offered for other parish children, grades K4 through 8,
enrolled in non-parochial schools. For more information. please
contact Mary Smith at 843-795-3821 x 104.

Creating Safe Environments: All volunteers who minister in
programs involving children at Nativity Parish or School are
required to complete the Safe-Haven Online Abuse Prevention
Training program. To complete this program, please visit
http://charleston.CMGconnect.org. For more information please
contact Vicki Vazquez at 843-795-3821 x 104.

Baptism: To schedule a Baptism preparation class, a parent
should be an active parishioner. For more information please
contact Mary Smith at 843-795-3821 x 104.

Sacraments of First Reconciliation, First Eucharist
and Confirmation: A two year preparation period is required
for these sacraments. Children planning to receive First
Reconciliation and First Eucharist in the 2™ grade, must also
have participated in a 1% grade PSR or Catholic school
program. Children Lolanning to receive the sacrament of
Confirmation in the 8" grade must also have participated in a 7"
grade PSR or Catholic school program. For more information
please contact Mary Smith at 843-795-3821 x 104

Alpha: is a series of sessions that explore the Christian faith.
These sessions provide an opportunity to explore life's big
questions, to express your own thoughts and hear other
people's points of view. Each session considers a different
question of our faith via a video presentation and interactive
discussion designed to create conversation. All are welcome
and encouraged to participate. For more information and/or to
sign up, please visit www.nativitycharleston.org/alpha. Online
option available.

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA): is an
opportunity to come together in a small group online to learn
more about our faith with sessions focused on the teachings and
experience of Church and prepare adults to celebrate the
Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist during the
Easter season. To inquire, please contact Vicki Vazquez at 843-
795-3821. Online option available.

FORMED.org: is a digital platform that gives our parish
access to video-based study programs, feature films, audio
presentations, and eBooks from the Church’s foremost
presenters. You just need an e-mail to sign in. No password.

Sacrament of Marriage: Couples need to contact the priest
at least six months prior to the proposed wedding date. Please
contact the parish office at 843-795-3821.

Care of the Sick and Homebound: We care about you. To
arrange for a pastoral visit, please contact the parish office at
843-795-3821.

Sacrament of the Sick: Anointing of the Sick is the
sacrament that is received by those suffering from a potentially
life-threatening illness, those planning to have serious surgery
and those in advanced years. Please do not wait until the ‘last
minute’ to request the Anointing of the Sick. To request this
sacrament. contact the parish office at 843-795-3821.

STAFF

Pastor: Rev. Thomas Kingsley
Pastor@NativityCharleston.org, 843-795-3821 x 105

Office Manager: Mrs. Vicki Vazquez
Admin@NativityCharleston.org, 843-795-3821 x 101

Financial Secretary: Mrs. Carolyn Miller
Finance@NativityCharleston.org, 843-795-3821 x 102

Maintenance Supt: Mr. Robbie Weaver
Office@NativityCharleston.org, 843-795-3821 x 101

Music Director: Mrs. Courtney Reed
Music@NativityCharleston.org, 843-795-3821 x 103

Religious Education: Mrs. Mary L. Smith
DRE@NativityCharleston.org, 843-795-3821 x 104

School Principal: Mrs. Patti Dukes
pdukes@nativity-school.com, 843-795-3975

Diocesan Office of Child Protection Services:
843-853-2130 x 209

Diocesan Victim Assistance Minister:
800-921-8122

Note from the Finance Council

You can provide for the needs of future generations of
Catholics by remembering Nativity in your will. You may
also choose to make a gift through a charitable trust or an
annuity. For more information about joining the newly
established Catholic Heritage Society or to learn more
about legacy gifts, please contact Carrie Mummert at
(843) 261-0435 or email cmummert@catholic-doc.org.
All inquiries are handled in confidence.

An Active Parishioner

e s registered with the parish for at least 3 months,
e attends liturgies weekly

e makes regular and identifiable contributions by
using parish envelopes or myEoffering.

These criteria are used to verify parishioner status for
Weddings, Sacramental Preparation, Parish School of
Religion enrollment, Sponsor Certificates for Baptism and
Confirmation, and to receive parishioner tuition rates at
Catholic schools. An extended time with no activity will
place a person or family on inactive status.

Please be an active parishioner

New to Our Community?

To register in our parish, please fill out a
registration form on our web site:
www.nativitycharleston.org.

Forms are available at the church
entrances. However, for immediate ac-
cess, just scan this image with your

smart phone _—>>>

For more information, please call the
parish office at 843-795-3821.

Please consider joining our parish family!




Please support our Advertisers whose funding makes this bulletin possible.

Liturgical Ministers for Mar 16 — Mar 17
Please arrange for a substitute if you are unable
to fulfill your ministry as scheduled.

Greeters:

Altar Servers:

Eucharistic
Ministers:
Lector:
Ushers:

Greeters:

Altar Servers:

Eucharistic
Ministers:
Lector:
Ushers:

Greeters:

Altar Servers:

Eucharistic
Ministers:

Lector:
Ushers:

5:30 pm Mass

Dianne Piri, Timothy & Carolyn Smith
Mia Caughey, Daniel Salceda

Mike Bieda, Wendy Bergstrom,

Meg Hoeft, Carolyn Smith, Mary Smith
Carl Borick

Emmett Alphonse, Patrick Kelley,
Leroy Holseberg, Lamar Watkins

9:00 am Mass

Mary Catherine Dubois, Grant Family
Teddy Delaney, Liam Manning,
Anna Tillman

Kathy Murphy, Hal Perry, Pat Perry,
Kirby Preston, Kristi Roberts,

Jimmy Craven

Richard Bragiel, Joe Dubois,

Walter Machowski, Steve Molony

11:30 am Mass

Rebecca Beylotte, Sheila Griner
Caryn Hasenberg, Jenna Hasenberg,
Megumi Tran

Lynn Curry, Pam Everitt,

Maier Runyon, Scott Runyon,

Phu Tran

John Lavelle

Joe Ginn, Sheila Griner,

Gilbert O’Brien, Natalie Zanolli

Offerings February 5 — March 3

Collections at Mass (Feb 10-Feb11) $  9.032.00
Collections at Mass (Feb 17-Feb 18) $ 10,177.00
Collections at Mass (Feb 24-Feb25) $ 9,761.00
Collections at Mass (Mar 2-Mar 3) $ 13,677.00
Mail in Offerings (Feb 5-Mar 1) $ 21,265.00
myEoffering (Feb 5-Mar 1) $ 17,943.15
Budget (4 weeks) $ 66,230.76
Difference $ +23,899.38
Registered Households 643
Envelopes Used (Feb 10-Feb 11) 179
Envelopes Used (Feb 17-Feb 18) 171
Envelopes Used (Feb 24-Feb 25) 169
Envelopes Used (Mar 2-Mar 3) 195
Active myEoffering Families 173
MyEoffering Family Donations (Feb 5-Feb 9) 125

MyEoffering Family Donations (Feb 12-Feb 16) 127
MyEoffering Family Donations (Feb 19-Feb 23) 119
MyEoffering Family Donations (Feb 26-Mar 1) 123

Offerings for the Church in Central
and Eastern Europe: $527.00

Ash Wednesday Offerings: $3,888.00
Offerings for Black and Indian Missions: $535.00

Second Collection for March:
March 10: Catholic Relief Services
March 29 (Good Friday): Holy Land

Thank you for your Generosity.

DONATE NOW .
Iwilh iimyl;offenng

Now available online at
nativitycharleston.org
For immediate access, just scan this QR
code with your smart phone ~ ----- >>

Don’t forget to update your account
with your current credit card expiration date.

For more information, please contact the parish office.

Let Us Pray

For members of our community who have
requested our prayers.

Recently Added: Leslie Boyer,
Glenna Kornahrens, Barbara Wade

From previous months: Allene Barans, Mary Bieda,
Beverly Blevins, Ray Blevins, Don Carcone, Anne
Castelli, Ron Connick, Herman Connor, Arlene & Bill
Crosby, Sharon Dale, Ed and Vi Defourneaux, William
Doherty, Jake DuPree, Angela Harbuta, Terry Harris,
James Michael Huber, Dan & Mary Hughes, Myrtis
Jenkins, Mariano LaVia, Delores Lopez, Ruthie Mallard,
Paul Madden, Katherine and Wiliam Manning, John
Minaudo, Paul & Carole Moran, Frances O. O'Leary,
Charlie Organ, James Parker, Terry Parsons, Brenda
Pearson, Ed and Terry Pop, James Romero, Jama
Stilwell, Fran Taylor, Jerry Wade, Courtney Wilson, Sally
Wojcik

For our parishioners who daily struggle with

chronic and/or life-threatening burdens.

For our service men and women and their
families throughout the world.
To have names added or removed from these lists,

Intentions

Mass: This Week

Sat. 9 5:30 pm Ruth Easler+

Sun. 10 9:00 am For the people
11:30 am Carol Harken+
Mon. 11 11:30 am Ruth Easler+

Tues. 12 11:30 am
Wed. 13 11:30 am In honor of Anhtuan’s
40th Birthday
9:30 am
11:30 am for the healing for Sally Wojcik

Fri. 15 11:30 am Mary Jeannes Ly+

Thurs. 14

Sat. 16 5:30 pm Susie DelLorme+
Sun. 17 9:00 am For the people
11:30 am Bart Kelly+

Envelopes for Sanctuary Candle and Mass Intentions are
at the church entrances. Please fill one out and put it in
the collection basket. Please include your telephone
number in case your requested date is unavailable.

Intention requests cannot be accepted
more than 3 months in advance.



Nativity School—dedicated to the academic
and spiritual growth of our students.

Nativity School is accepting applications for admittance
for grades K4 through 8 for the 24—25 School Year.

To learn more about Enrollment please visit our website at www.nativity-school.com
or our FaceBook page at www.facebook.com/NativitySchoolKnights.
or contact the School Office at 843-795-3975

Teaching Values for Lifel

Chrlstmas returned to Nat|V|ty School on “Thankful Thursday”, Feb. 22.

The Nativity Ladies Guild “Giving Tree” program is a fund raiser to collect items and funds for classroom supplies and
learning aids that were requested by the Nativity School Teachers. Your donations provided all of the 352 “wish list”
items that were requested. These items were presented at the school on Feb. 22.

The teachers and students were beyond excited to receive the items that you, our Parish Community, provided for them.

The Nativity Ladies Guild thanks you for your generous support.

Anointing
= " S1ck

Sunday, Mar 10 at 1:00 pm.
in the Church

Anointing of the Sick is the sacrament that is received by
those who are suffering from a potentially life threatening
illness, those planning to have serious surgery and by
those in advanced years.

Through the anointing and the prayer of the priest, the
whole Church commends those who are sick to Christ.
Those anointed receive the Holy Spirit’s gifts of strength,
faith, peace, and courage. Their suffering is united with L

that of Christ. Lincoln Robert Shue,

After the sacrament, the Nativity Ladies Guild son of Jacki and David Shue was welcomed into our
will sponsor a reception in the Parish Life Center faith community on Sunday, February 25.
for the anointed and their families. Congratulations to this new member of our church.

Senior Ministry Lunch is Wednesday, Mar. 20
at 12:30 pm in the Parish Life Center
Lunch: $15 per plate. RSVP by Sun, Mar. 17@5:00 pm

To Mary Smith at 843-670-7519




HOLY WEEK

March 24, Palm Sunday

Masses

March 28, Holy Thursday
(No 11:30 am mass)
7:00 pm Mass

iins
SCHEDULE
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Holy Week Servic

Weekend Masses at Regular times
Distribution of Palms at all

Adoration after mass until 9:00 pm
in the Parish Life Center

March 29, Goo
3:00 Passion of

March 30, Holy Saturday
8:00 pm Vigil Mass
RCIA Sacraments during Mass
March 31, Easter Sunday
9:00 am and 11:30 am Masses
Additional Seating (both Masses)
in the Nativity Parish Life Center

Mark Your Calendars and Plan to Attend.

Ash Wednesday and Good Friday
are obligatory days of
fast and abstinence.

In addition, all Fridays in Lent are
days of abstinence.

Reconciliation Service
Tues. March 12 @ 6:30 pm

There will be a communal prayer service
followed by the opportunity for individuals
to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation.
Several priests will be available.

Catholics are required to receive the Sacrament of
Reconciliation at least once per year. All are encouraged
to take advantage of the Sacrament on a regular basis.
This service provides Catholics the opportunity to receive
the Sacrament of Reconciliation to prepare themselves to
receive Christ at Easter.

All are encouraged to attend

G Once again, the Nativity Ladies
rocer Guild, will be collecting Grocery

ift card Gift Cards. The cards will
- be delivered to Neighborhood

~ House and James Island

Outreach. These ministries will

distribute your donations to families in need of food for
Easter.

Here is how this works:

1. Visit your favorite grocery store and purchase a
gift card (any store, any amount).

2.  Write the value of the of the card on the front of
the card (this is really important).

3. Put the card in an envelope and write “Ladies
Guild” on the outside of the envelope.

4. Put the envelope in the collection at Mass
between now and March 24 (Palm Sunday).

It is that simple but if you want more information, please
contact Christine Lewis at lewischristined@att.net

This is a great way to practice Lenten almsgiving.
Thank you for your generosity

Friday Evening Stations
through Mar 22.

These are traditional stations led
by Nativity Ministers.

Please join us for the stations fol-
lowed
by dinner (6:15 pm) in the
Nativity Parish Life Center.

The Friday evening menus:
March 15: RCIA Ministry leads stations and
will provide a Salad Bar dinner.
March 22: Father Kingsley leads stations and the
Knight of Columbus will provide a Fish Fry.

All dinners are free
but, your donations will be greatly appreciated.

All are invited to Attend Stations
and Stay for Dinner and Fellowship.
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2:00 pm in Nat|V|ty Church
Led by the Students of Nativity School

on Wednesdays during Lent
and continuing through March 20.

All are invited to this inspiring devotion.
Guests are requested to sit behind the student sections



A Journey Through the

Sorrowful Mysteries

Tuesday Bible Studies

A Journey through the sorrowful Mysteries is a 7-episode
video series highlighting the Mysteries in the life of Christ
as outlined in the decades of the Rosary. Mysteries of the
Rosary integrates deeply reflective insights on the life of
Christ, theological truths, and captivating stories together
with breathtaking scenery, illuminating sacred art, and
inspiring music. By filming on location in the Holy Land,
our aspiration is to make the Rosary come alive in the
hearts and minds of the viewer.

The sessions are in person and online via ZOOM
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/889887217037?
pwd=0OFdYRWZ5YzRWT2xIQkJndjFDbXIzQT09
Meeting ID: 889 8872 1703 and the Passcode: Nativity

Tuesday Afternoon Bible Study is 12:30 pm to 2:00 pm.
Tuesday Evening Bible Study is 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm.
All meetings are in the Nativity Parish Life Center.

For more information, please contact Ryckie Watkins at 843-795-4194
or at ryckie.watkins@gmail.com

March Monthly Meeting
Has been changed to
Mon. Mar. 18 at 6:30 pm
in the Parish Life Center

We will be preparing the eggs and other
treats for the Easter Egg Hunt on Palm
Sunday.

All Women of Nativity are Encouraged to help
us prepare for this exciting family event.

10:00 am Sund'y March 24
at the Nativity School Playground.

This event is for children age 10 and younger and is
presented by the Nativity Ladies Guild.

Bring your Easter Basket and
join us for friendship, games and fun!

THEOLOGY
ONTAP

For College Students
And Young Adults

Join us for an evening of faith,
food, and fellowship.

Theology is on Tap in Charleston
on Wed. Mar. 13 at 7:00 pm at

Tommy Condon'’s Irish Pub
(Abbey Room)

For more information about the Young Adult Ministry and
our events, please contact shillbc93@gmail.com

Prayer Shawl Ministry
Meets Second Wednesday
of every month.

Next meeting is Wed. Mar 13
at 1:00 pm in the Nativity Parish
Life Center Meeting Room.

Cannot join us on March 137 You can still participate.
To get started with instructions and patterns, just visit
www.shawlministry.com

For more information, please contact Debbie Kennedy at
natprayershawl@gmail.com

All are invited!
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Vacation Bible School at Nativity

June 24 through 28 from 9:00 am to noon.

Take kids deep into an amazing undersea adventure
where they'll experience the ever-flowing, never-ending
love of God. At Totally Catholic Scuba VBS, kids will be
immersed in the Sacred Scripture and discover what
living water is really all about!

But SCUBA is not just for kids. Everyone can join in the
fun. Just contact Mary Smith at 843-795-3821 ext. 104 or
at dre@nativitycharleston.org to find out how you can
help.

Note: All adults working with youth must complete the “Creating Safe

Environments Program”. For more information on “Creating Safe
Environments” contact Mary Smith.

Mark Your Calendars and Plan to Participate!!!




Dear Parishioners of Nativity,

It is with mixed emotions
that | write to inform you
that my role as the
Church Office Manager
will be coming to a close.
While | will no longer be
serving in this capacity, |
am excited to share that |
will continue to dedicate
my time and energy to
my roles as the RCIA and
Alpha Director in a volun-
tary capacity.

| want to express my
deepest gratitude to each
and every one of you for
your unwavering support,
kindness, and collaboration during my time as the Church
Office Manager. Your dedication to our community has
been truly inspiring, and | am grateful for the opportunity
to have been a part of this journey with you.

Although my role is changing, please know that this is not
goodbye. | will still be an active member of our
congregation and will continue to contribute through my
volunteer work with RCIA and Alpha as well as serving in
worship. | am committed to supporting our community in
any way | can.

As | embark on a new chapter in my life, | am excited to
announce that | will be pursuing my passion for graphic
design by starting my own business. Utilizing my degree
in Graphic Communications, | will be offering services in
graphic, web, and print design and social media.

Thank you once again for your support, friendship, and
the wonderful memories we have shared together. | look
forward to staying connected and continuing to be a part
of our church family.

With heartfelt thanks and warm regards,
Vicki Vazquez

KLKLKLKLLLLLK  >>>>>>>>>

On behalf of our entire parish, I want to thank Vicki for
everything she has done for us over the last six years. In
addition to running the administrative side of our parish,
she also has been heavily involved in planning and
supervising the maintenance of our buildings. Plus she
brought the Alpha ministry to us and she led RCIA. In
short, not much happens in this parish without her.

Even though Vicki won’t be working in the parish office,
she will continue to be a member of Nativity and active in
our ministries. Please join me in wishing her all the best
as God leads her into this next chapter of her life .

Father Tom Kingsley

g

Scenes of Seder: Over 100 people worked and participated to make the récent Seder Meal
a highly inspirational and enjoyable event. Thank you so much.
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Sales & Service

WE'RE HIRING!

AD SALES EXECUTIVES

Dr. Michele Donovan - optometric Physician
Gene Gebhard- Licensed Optician
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