Remember, Reflect, Respond

This feast has had several names through history.
Strangely, the title that is most confusing to non-Catholics
is the official one. When we call Mary the Mother of God,
we are not saying that she somehow preceded God or is
equal to God. We are simply recognizing that her human
son Jesus is also the divine Son of God.

Today’s Gospel records one simple action of Mary: to
keep these things in her heart. Even in this simple
sentence we are given a good example of being a
disciple. Like Mary, we need to both keep, or remember,
what God has done, and to reflect on what we remember.
First, how much do we remember about what God has
done for us? How well do we know the stories of
salvation found in the scriptures? Do we recall the
prayers God has answered, the guidance given, the love
of God that others have shown us, the times God has
forgiven us?

Second, how much do we reflect on what God has done?
Even if we have many memories of God’s goodness to
us, we also need to pray over them and ask ourselves
how we have changed because of what God has done.
Do | forgive hurts more readily? Do | share my faith with
my family or friends? Do | support my parish with my time
or offerings? Let us ask God’s help to imitate Mary by

remembering and reflecting.
...Tom Schmidt, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co
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...Today’s Psalm PS 17

Catholic Diocese of Charleston

Church of the Nativity

1061 Folly Road
Charleston, South Carolina 29412

Mission Statement
We strive to be a faith-centered, Catholic community. By
virtue of Baptism, we are called forth to minister to one
another the Gospel message of Jesus Christ through
education, evangelization, social justice and ecumenism.
We reach out in love, respect and support for all as we
seek to do the will of God.

The Solemnity of Mary,
the Mother of God

Sat. Dec. 31 at 5:30 pm: Feast Day Mass
Sun. Jan. 1 at 9:00 and 11:30 am: Feast Day Mass

The Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God is a Holy Day
of Obligation. All Catholics are required to attend Mass.

Weekly Mass Schedule

Mon. through Fri. 11:30 am Mass
Thurs. 9:30 am School Mass
All are welcome and invited to attend the School Mass.
Attendees who are not affiliated with Nativity School
are requested to please sit toward the back of the
church and away from the students.

Saturday Vigil Mass 5:30 pm
Sunday Mass 9:00 am and 11:30 am

Weekly Hour of Eucharistic Adoration
Thursday 12:00 noon

Weekday Rosary in the Church
Mon. through Fri. 12:00 noon

Church is open Daily for
Private Prayer and Devotion
Weekdays: 8:00 am to 3:00 pm
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday: 4:15 to 5:00 pm
and by appointment

Regular Office Hours
Monday - Friday: 8:00 am to 3:00 pm
Office: 843-795-3821 / Fax: 843-795-2714
e-mail: Office@NativityCharleston.org



THINGS TO KNOW STAFF

Have Difficulty Hearing Well in Church?
Nativity’s personal listening devices work well and have been
well received by the community. You might want to try one out
for yourself. Just ask one of the ushers before Mass.

Please be sure to return the listening device after Mass.

Religious Education Programs: Nativity School serves
students in grades K4 through 8" The Parish School of Religion
(PSR) is offered for other parish children, grades K4 through 8",
enrolled in non-parochial schools. Please register by contacting
Mary Smith at 843-795-3821 x 104.

Creating Safe Environments: All volunteers who minister in
programs involving children at Nativity Parish or School are
required to complete the Safe-Haven Online Abuse Prevention
Training program. To complete this program, please visit http://
charleston.CMGconnect.org. For more information please
contact Vicki Vazquez at 843-795-3821 x 104.

Baptism: To schedule a Baptism preparation class, a parent
should be an active parishioner. For more information please
contact Mary Smith at 843-795-3821 x 104.

Sacraments of First Reconciliation, First Eucharist
and Confirmation: A two year preparation period is required
for these sacraments. Children planning to receive First
Reconciliation and First Eucharist in the 2@ grade, must also
have participated in a 1# grade PSR or Catholic school program.
Children planning to receive the sacrament of Confirmation in
the 8" grade must also have participated in a 7" grade PSR or
Catholic school program. For more information please contact
Mary Smith at 843-795-3821 x 104

Alpha: is a series of sessions that explore the Christian faith.
These sessions provide an opportunity to explore life's big
questions, to say what you think and to hear other people's
points of view. Each session considers a different question of
our faith via a video presentation and interactive discussion
designed to create conversation. All are welcome and
encouraged to participate. For more information and/or to sign
up, please visit www.nativitycharleston.org/alpha.

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA): is an
opportunity to come together in a small group online to learn
more about our faith with sessions focused on the teachings and
experience of Church and prepare adults to celebrate the
Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist during the
Easter season. To inquire, please contact Vicki Vazquez at 843-
795-3821.

FORMED.org: is a digital platform that gives our parish
access to video-based study programs, feature films, audio
presentations, and eBooks from the Church’s foremost
presenters. You just need an e-mail to sign in. No password.

Sacrament of Marriage: Couples need to contact the priest
at least six months prior to the proposed wedding date. Please
contact the parish office at 843-795-3821.

Care of the Sick and Homebound: We care about you. To
arrange for a pastoral visit, please contact the parish office at
843-795-3821.

Sacrament of the Sick: Anointing of the Sick is the
sacrament that is received by those who are suffering from a
potentially life-threatening illness, those planning to have
serious surgery and those in advanced years. Please do not
wait until the ‘last minute’ to request the Anointing of the Sick.
For more information or to request this sacrament. contact the
parish office at 843-795-3821.

Pastor: Rev. Thomas Kingsley
Pastor@NativityCharleston.org, 843-795-3821 x 105

Office Manager: Mrs. Vicki Vazquez
Admin@NativityCharleston.org, 843-795-3821 x 101

Financial Secretary: Mrs. Carolyn Miller
Finance@NativityCharleston.org, 843-795-3821 x 102

Maintenance Supt: Mr. Scott Smith
Office@NativityCharleston.org, 843-795-3821 x 101

Music Director: Mrs. Courtney Reed
Music@NativityCharleston.org, 843-795-3821 x 103

Religious Education: Mrs. Mary L. Smith
DRE@NativityCharleston.org, 843-795-3821 x 104

School Principal: Mrs. Patti Dukes
pdukes@nativity-school.com, 843-795-3975

Diocesan Office of Child Protection Services:
843-853-2130 x 209

Diocesan Victim Assistance Minister:
800-921-8122

An Active Parishioner

e s registered with the parish for at least 3 months,

e attends liturgies weekly

e makes regular and identifiable contributions by us-
ing parish envelopes or myEoffering.

These criteria are used to verify parishioner status for
Weddings, Sacramental Preparation, Parish School of
Religion enroliment, Sponsor Certificates for Baptism and
Confirmation, and to receive parishioner tuition rates at
Catholic schools. An extended time with no activity will
place a person or family on inactive status.

Please be an active parishioner

New to Our Community?

To register in our parish, please fill out a
registration form on our web site:
https://tinyurl.com/ycjtqb4j

Forms are available at the church [ - =
entrances. However, for immediate 'h

1l
access, just scan this image with your ?__'lir?y-_-.

For more information, please call the
parish office at 843-795-3821. u F

Please consider joining our parish family!

smart phone = ——>>>> I . .1']'
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-

Just Visiting? We are happy to see you!

Want to know more about our ]
community, visit our web site: o .:r‘;i =
L |
l..

https://tinyurl.com/y95v9fxj : iy -

If you leave us a note, we will '_rl-;.:.?.‘;'
follow up with you. For immediate - *,w'—
access, just scan this image with ,
your smart phone. ——>>>>

Thank you for spending part of your Christmas Holiday with us.




To advertise in our bulletin, please contact Vince Liberto at LibertoV@jspaluch.com or at 504-250-9697.
Please support our Advertisers whose funding makes this bulletin possible.

Liturgical Ministers for Jan 7—Jan. 8

Greeters:

Altar Servers:

5:30 pm Mass
Daniel Forsberg Family,
John & Meg Hoeft
Emma Grace Turner,
Daniel Salceda

Eucharistic Wendy Bergstrom

Ministers: Patty Edwards

Lector: Mary Bieda

Ushers: Emmett Alphonse, Brendan Reed,
Randall Lannie, Lamar Watkins
9:00 am Mass

Greeters: Caughey Family,

Altar Servers:

Decker Family
Eliza Cellars, Wyatt Knight,

Lillie Zolman
Eucharistic Hal Perry
Ministers: Pat Perry
Lector: Michael Bolchoz
Ushers: Richard Bragiel, Walter Machowski,
Steve Molony, Joe Dubois
11:30 am Mass
Greeters: Sheila Griner,
June La Via
Altar Servers: Zoe Cuzmar,
Kenji Tran
Eucharistic Ed Defourneaux
Ministers: Jackie Doscher
Lector: David Knab
Ushers: Joe Ginn, Sheila Griner,

(=1 ) =]

Now available online at

nativitycharleston.org .
For immediate access, just scan this QR
code with your smart phone ~ ----- >>

Don’t forget to update your account
with your current credit card expiration date.

For more information, please contact the parish office.

Gilbert O’Brien, Natalie Zanolli

Offerings Dec 12 — Dec. 18
Collections at Mass (Dec 17—Dec 18) $ 12,943.00

Mail in Offerings (Dec 12—Dec 16) $ 1,995.00
myEoffering (Dec 12—Dec 16) $ 5,320.69
Budget (1 week) $ 16.367.31
Difference $ + 3,891.31
Registered Households 668
Envelopes Used (Dec 17—Dec 18) 135
Active myEoffering Families 172

MyEoffering Family Donations (Dec 12—Dec 17) 105

Offerings for the Solidarity Fund for the
Church in Africa: $420.00

Second Collections for December are:
Jan. 22: The Church in Latin America

Thank you for your Generosity.

Please use your envelopes.
If you need envelopes, call the parish office.
at 843 795-3821

If you do not use envelopes or you are unable to attend
Mass, please consider contributing to the needs of the
parish. Please place your offering in the collection
baskets in the rear of the church,
mail your donation to the parish office
or make a donation via your myEoffering account.
https://members.myeoffering.com

Let Us Pray

For members of our community who have
requested our prayers.

Recently Added: Arlene and Billy Crosby

From previous months: Allene Barans, Clydie Bevis,
Beverly Blevins, Ray Blevins, Britt Lamarr Boswell, Joe
Caraviello, Anne Castelli, Ron Connick, Herman Connor,
Wendy Craven, Vi Defourneaux, Jake DuPree, Angela
Harbuta, Terry Harris, James Michael Huber, Dan & Mary
Hughes, Myrtis Jenkins, Fred Kornahrens, Delores
Lopez, Katherine and William Manning, Paul & Carole
Moran, Charlie Organ, James Parker, Brenda Pearson,
Ed and Terry Pop, James Romero, Rosemary Saari, Kyle
Souza, Fran Taylor, Inge Thornley, Courtney Wilson,
Sally Wojcik

For members of our community who have
requested our prayers
For our service men and women and their
families throughout the world.

To have names added or removed from these lists,
please contact the parish office at 843-795-3821
or at Office@NativityCharleston.org.

Intentions
Mass: This Week

Sat. 31 5:30 pm Michael Bledsoe+
Sun. 1 9:00 am For the people of Nativity
11:30 am For the people of Nativity
Mon 2 11:30 am
Tues. 3 11:30 am
Wed. 4 11:30am
Thurs. 5 11:30 am Edward P. Richards, Sr. +&
Gladys Jones Richards+
6 11:30 am Ruth Easler+
7 5:30 pm Leslie McDermott+
8 9:00am Marti Turner+
11:30 am Tommy Eiserhardt+

Fri.
Sat.
Sun.

Envelopes for Sanctuary Candle and Mass Intentions are
at the church entrances. Please fill one out and put it in
the collection basket. Please include your telephone
number in case your requested date is unavailable.

Intention requests cannot be accepted
more than 3 months in advance.



Nativity School—dedicated to the academic
and spiritual growth of our students

Do you dream of a school where each child is accepted, included, and valued? Are you looking for
a school that stands as the model of academic excellence, moral ideals, and spirituality? Have
you searched for a values-based education in the Catholic tradition?

Look no further!
Discover Nativity School, James Island's best kept secret for K4-8 grades.
Nativity School is accepting applications for admittance for the 22—23 School Year.

To learn more about Enrollment and the School Year Start Up activities please visit our website at
www.nativity-school.com or our FaceBook page at www.facebook.com/NativitySchoolKnights.
or contact the School Office at 843-795-3975

Classes Resume on Tuesday—Best wishes to our Students.

Catholic Schools
Week

Jan. 29 Through We will be un-decorating the

Church for Christmas. We

February 4. need volunteers to assist with

See upcoming bulletins this work. The more partici-
for more details! pants, the better.

Nativity Ladies Guild

is Planning a Fundraiser for
Catholic Schools Week!

The Ladies Guild has adopted the “Giving Tree” model for
this fundraiser. The “Tree” will be at the main entrance of
Nativity Church starting this weekend and continuing
through Jan. 29.

The tree will have envelopes that identify specific class-
room and educational items and their cost. These items
have been requested by the teachers at Nativity School.

You know how this works:

e Take an envelope for an item (or items) that you
would like to donate.

e Purchase the item(s) or include the appropriate
donation in the envelope.

o Please make checks payable to the Nativity Ladies
Guild.

e Return the envelope and your donation or item(s) to
the church entrance or the Nativity Parish Office
before January 29.

For more information, please contact Miriam Hoffman
at m.hoffman@earthlink.net

Thank You for Supporting Nativity School

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL 6250
PANCAKE BREAKFAST NEXT SUNDAY (JAN. 8)
10:00 AM IN THE NATIVITY PARISH LIFE CENTER.
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!



The Catechism of the Catholic Church in a Year

Podcast Series Starts NOW, January 1, 2023

Fr. Mike Schmitz guides you through the entire Catechism of the Catholic Church in 365
episodes, providing explanation, insight, and encouragement along the way.

e Understand the essentials of the Catholic Faith and why they matter.
e Understand how Church teaching is rooted in Sacred Scripture.
e Absorb over 2,000 years of Sacred Tradition.

e Encounter God’s plan of sheer goodness for your life.

Each 15-20 minute episode includes: a guided prayer to help you enter into each episode,
a reading from the Catechism of the Catholic Church and an explanation from Fr. Mike Schmitz about the reading.

For more information please visit: https://ascensionpress.com/pages/catechisminayear

This is an easy way to learn more about our Faith!

Starting in 2023,
The Bishop’s Annual Appeal
will be called:

The appeal kicks off in February.
See future bulletins for more details.

Doctors, Dentists, and Nurses are needed!

to participate in the next medical mission trip to Guatema-
la in the Spring of 2023. For over 14 years, the Diocese of
Charleston has sent medical teams to San Pedro La
Laguna to assist the Sisters of Bethany in their ministry in
this rural, Mayan territory. The next trip to this Central
American country is from Mar. 5 —>> Mar. 12, 2023.

For more information, or to sign up, please visit
https://www.missions-doc.org
or contact Deacon Gabriel Cuervo at 843-628-6205.

Senior Adult Ministry

Wednesday, Jan 18
at 12:30 pm in the PLC

Fellowship, Games, Lunch.
It is all FREE but you need to sign up.

Please contact Mary Smith or the Nativity Parish office at
843-795-3821 and provide names, email addresses and
phone numbers of those planning to attend.



THE NEW YEAR IS A TIME FOR
NEW BEGINNINGS. MAYBE HELPING
OTHERS WILL ADD
ADDITIONAL MEANING TO YOUR LIFE.
HERE ARE A FEW OPPORTUNITIES.

We put our faith into action is by using the gifts and talents God has given us for the good
of others. Maybe you enjoy singing, or cooking, or teaching children. Or perhaps you feel
called to help the sick or the poor. Maybe you have construction, maintenance, plumbing, or electrical skills and can help
keep our campus and facilities in great condition. Perhaps you have financial management, or bookkeeping skills and
would like to help us stay ‘out of the red’. Could it be that you have some photography, network management, sound
mixing, videography or other event support skills and can help us look good, sound good and operate efficiently?
Whatever your gifts and talents, Nativity has a need for your help and support.

HERE ARE BUT A FEW OPPORTUNITIES FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION.

Liturgical ministries serve the community during Mass. These ministries include lectors, Extraordinary Ministers of
Holy Communion, altar servers, ushers, and greeters. The liturgical ministry schedule is published every three months.
Please contact Father Kingsley at pastor@nativitycharleston.org.

Visitation of the Hospitalized and Homebound: Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion bring the
Eucharist to patients in Roper and M.U.S.C downtown hospitals. They also bring the Eucharist to the homebound and
those in assisted-living facilities on James Island. Please contact Vicki Vazquez at admin@nativitycharleston.org.

Church Environment Committee enriches our worship space with flowers and liturgically appropriate
decorations. Please contact Vicki Vazquez at admin@nativitycharleston.org.

Music Ministry provides musicians, chorus and cantors for weekend, holy day and school Masses. This ministry also
provides music for weddings, funerals, stations, and other church services. In addition, this ministry manages the church
sound systems during church services. Please contact Courtney Reed at music@nativitycharleston.org

Alpha is a 16 session program that provides an opportunity to connect with other people who are open to exploring life,
faith, and meaning. Each session includes a time to connect with others (over a free meal), hear a short presentation on
an element of the Christian faith, and time for discussion so that each person can share their own questions with the
group. For information and to register please visit www.nativitycharleston.org/alpha

Parish School of Religion (PSR) is for students grades K4 through 8, who do not attend catholic school.
Catechists instruct these children about the Catholic Faith and prepare them to receive their First Reconciliation, First
Holy Communion and Confirmation. PSR is held on Sundays during the school year from 10:00 am to 11: 15 am. Please
contact Mary Smith at dre@nativitycharleston.org

Children’s Liturgy of the Word provides an opportunity during the 9:00 am Sunday Mass for young children to
gather in separate spaces and hear the Word of God proclaimed in simpler language. Catechists facilitate a child-
friendly, interactive reflection on the readings. Please contact Mary Smith at Mary Smith at dre@nativitycharleston.org

Nursery is available during the 9:00 am Sunday Mass to care for pre-school children while parents and other family
members attend Mass. Volunteer caregivers are needed. Please contact Vicki Vazquez at admin@nativitycharleston.org

Note: All volunteers who work with children must complete
background screenings and receive Safe Haven child protection training.

Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA) is a series of lessons aimed at introducing adults to aspects of
Catholic beliefs and practices. This program provides an educational and spiritual journey for adults seeking to become
full members of the Catholic Church. Volunteers serve as discussion leaders, sponsors, and in a variety of support
functions. Please contact Vicki Vazquez at admin@nativitycharleston.org

Ladies Guild is an organization of the women of Nativity Parish. They sponsor and support social events, service
projects, and spiritual opportunities for the parish. Please contact Vicki Vazquez at admin@nativitycharleston.org

Senior Ministry promotes fellowship among parishioners age 60 and above. Seniors get together monthly (more or
less) for lunch in the Nativity Parish Life Center or other local venue for food, conversation and fellowship. To be
included, please contact Mary Smith at dre@nativitycharleston.org

Bereavement Ministry prepares meals for parishioners who have suffered the death of a family member. The meal
is delivered to the family home on the day of the funeral. Please contact Vicki Vazquez at admin@nativitycharleston.org



HERE ARE A FEW MORE IDEAS.

Respect Life Committee promotes respect for human life from the first moment of conception until the point of
natural death. The group relies on prayer, educational programs, and other non-confrontational activities. Please contact
Vicki Vazquez at admin@nativitycharleston.org

Our Lady of Mercy Outreach Center was established in 1989 by the Sisters of Charity of Our Lady of Mercy.
The Center encourages self-sufficiency and self-worth for people in need through education, wellness, and outreach
services. Please visit www.olmoutreach.org for information about volunteer opportunities.

James Island Outreach is a collaborative effort by several Churches on James Island. JIO provides assistance to
our James Island neighbors in need. Among the services offered is a food pantry for the poor. James Island Outreach is
located at 1872-C Camp Rd. Please contact Vicki Vazquez at admin@nativitycharleston.org

Knights of Columbus (KofC) is a service and fraternal organization of Catholic men. Their core principles are
charity, unity, fraternity and patriotism. The Knights of Columbus, Council 6250 is based on James Island. Among their
activities are pancake breakfasts at Nativity, charity golf tournaments, participation in the 40 Days for Life Campaign and
support of many community activities at Nativity. Please contact Vicki Vazquez at admin@nativitycharleston.org

Meals on Wheels volunteers deliver the meals around mid-day to home bound seniors on James Island. The meals
are prepared at the Charleston Area Senior Center and brought to the James Island Presbyterian Church. Please
contact Vicki Vazquez at admin@nativitycharleston.org

Barrier Islands Free Medical Clinic provides free medical care for low income, uninsured adults who live or
work on Johns, James or Wadmalaw Islands. The Free Clinic has numerous health care volunteer opportunities. Please
visit www.bifmc.org for information about volunteer opportunities.
SO NONE OF THESE MINISTRIES SEEM TO FIT YOUR UNIQUE GIFTS? NOT A PROBLEM!
JUST CONTACT VICKI VAZQUEZ AT ADMIN@NATIVITYCHARLESTON.ORG
AND TELL HER WHAT YOU PLAN TO DO TO MAKE OUR PARISH EVEN BETTER!

THIS IS YOUR CHANCE TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE!

A few of the happy
faces at the Breakfast
with Santa and Mrs.
Claus Workshop.

Many thanks to the
participants and those
who did so much to
make this such a fun
and festive event.

... photos submitted by Victoria
Vazquez and Lisa Horner.



Dennis P. Baars
Certified Public Accountant
Taxes e Accounting
471 Wallace Drive

Charleston, SC 29412
843-795-6632 | 843-437-0775 C.

Kathleen Janech
REALTOR®
843-425-5717
kathleen.janech@gmail.com

24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!
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vPolice vFire

FREE Shipping
FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

vFriends/Family

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,
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Now!
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

MDMedAlert EAsY set-up,NO Contract

Safe-Guarding America's Seniors Nationwide! ~ 24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

Dr. Michele Donovan - optometric Physician

Gene Gebhard- Licensed Optician
Local Parishioners
Mt. Pleasant
849-0822

North Charleston
824-2878

West Ashley
763-0554

The Most Complete Online

J HENRY STUHR INC.
FUNERAL CHAPELS
& CREMATORY
232 Calhoun Street
Charleston
South Carolina
Downtown

843-723-2524
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1708 Central Park Rd. | Air Conditioning Service
Charleston, SC 29412 | 1943 Belgrade Av. Suite 1
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Charleston, §.C. 29407
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Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and
connect with your
Catholic Community
with OneParish!

Download Our Free App or Visit

https://www.oneparish.com

644800 Nativity Church

www.jspaluch.com

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship

of the Sea of the United States of America
Catholic Cruises/Tours to Worldwide Destinations

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com
wuw.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

843-556-1641
Fax 843-556-2091

Diana Thompson

Sales & Service

Get this
weekly bulletin
deliveredby —

email - for FREE!
Sign up here:

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

24 HOUR
EMERGENCY
SERVICE

INDUSTRIAL

COMMERCIAL

HEATING & AIR RESIDENTIAL
CONDITIONING, INC. | FREE ESTIMATES

554-8600 SERVICE ALL

MAKES & MODELS

“Serving Charleston Since 1981”
2470 Faber Road

www.morelliair.com

COUNTY LIC. M-96 * STATE LIC. 1032
“ASK ABOUT OUR PARISHIONER DISCOUNT”

For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-432-3240
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