Emmanuel

On this last Sunday before Christmas, we see that Jesus’
birth is the fulfillment of the promise of Emmanuel, “God
is with us” (Matthew 1:23). The Gospel refers to the first
reading from lIsaiah. There we see the king of Judah,
Ahaz, under attack by the kings of Aram and Israel. He
wants to ask the Assyrians for help instead of relying on
God. He is afraid to admit his lack of faith. So the
weakness of Ahaz gives us the wonderful prophecy of the
birth of Jesus.

In the Gospel, Joseph also does not understand how
Mary came to be pregnant. But unlike Ahaz, Joseph did
have faith in God and the message of the angel. He took
Mary as his wife and helped her through her pregnancy
and in raising Jesus afterwards.

So now we have to choose whom to rely on. Do | act like
Ahaz, relying on worldly powers, or like Joseph, who
trusted the Lord? If | look at my actions and priorities, |
might be more like Ahaz than | want to admit.

How much time do | spend watching television (especially
now that it's in HD) compared to time in prayer? How
much time do | spend reading the scriptures compared to
the newspaper or magazines? If | really believe that “God
is with us,” which is what Christmas is all about, how
much of God can people see in my actions? Maybe if we
kept in mind that promise that God is with us — in the
baptism we received and the sacraments of the Church,
and in the love of our spouse or parents — we could see
how close God really is, and let others see in our actions

that Jesus is Emmanuel.
...Tom Schmidt, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co

Catholic Diocese of Charleston

Church of the Nativity

1061 Folly Road
Charleston, South Carolina 29412

Mission Statement
We strive to be a faith-centered, Catholic community. By
virtue of Baptism, we are called forth to minister to one
another the Gospel message of Jesus Christ through
education, evangelization, social justice and ecumenism.
We reach out in love, respect and support for all as we
seek to do the will of God.

Mass Schedule This week only
Changes are due to the
Christmas Masses on Dec. 24 and 25.
Mon. through Fri. 11:30 am Mass

Christmas Mass Schedule
Sat. Dec. 24

Mass video, audio and additional seating
will be available in the Parish Life Center.
Ministers from the church will offer Eucharist.

Sat. Dec. 24

A concert of Christmas music will start at 6:30 pm.
Please come early and join in the singing.

Sun. Dec. 25 10:00 am Christmas Mass
9:00 am and 11:30 am Sunday Masses
are cancelled on Christmas Day.

Weekly Hour of Eucharistic Adoration
Thursday 12:00 noon

Weekday Rosary in the Church
Mon. through Fri. 12:00 noon
Church is open Daily for
Private Prayer and Devotion
Weekdays: 8:00 am to 3:00 pm
Sacrament of Reconciliation

Sunday, Dec 18 10:00 am and 12:30 pm
(after the weekend Masses)
and by appointment.

4:00 pm Christmas Mass

7:00 pm Christmas Mass

4:15 pm Saturday, Reconciliation
is cancelled on Dec. 24



THINGS TO KNOW STAFF

Nursery: Is offered to children age 6 weeks to 4 yrs. old during
the Sunday 9:00 am Mass. It is located on the right side of the
school’'s breezeway entrance. The Nursery is temporarily
closed while the school is under construction.

Children’s thurgy of the Word: Is offered to children age
4 years through 5" grade during the 9:00 am Mass on Sundays
The children are dismissed after the opening prayers and re-join
their family for the Liturgy of the Eucharist. This ministry is
currently unavailable as we assess space and volunteer
needs.

Religious Education Programs: Nativity School serves
students in grades K4 through 8. The Parish School of Religion
(PSR) is offered for other parish children, grades K4 through 8,
enrolled in non-parochial schools. For more information. please
contact Mary Smith at 843-795-3821 x 104.

Creating Safe Environments: All volunteers who minister in
programs involving children at Nativity Parish or School are
required to complete the Safe-Haven Online Abuse Prevention
Training program. To complete this program, please visit
http://charleston.CMGconnect.org. For more information please
contact Vicki Vazquez at 843-795-3821 x 104.

Baptism: To schedule a Baptism preparation class, a parent
should be an active parishioner. For more information please
contact Mary Smith at 843-795-3821 x 104.

Sacraments of First Reconciliation, First Eucharist
and Confirmation: A two year preparation period is required
for these sacraments. Children planmng to receive First
Reconciliation and First Eucharist in the 2™ grade, must also
have participated in a 1% grade PSR or Catholic school
program. Children Elannlng to receive the sacrament of
Confirmation in the 8" grade must also have participated in a 7t
grade PSR or Catholic school program. For more information
please contact Mary Smith at 843-795-3821 x 104

Alpha: is a series of sessions that explore the Christian faith.
These sessions provide an opportunity to explore life's big
questions, to express your own thoughts and hear other
people's points of view. Each session considers a different
question of our faith via a video presentation and interactive
discussion designed to create conversation. All are welcome
and encouraged to participate. For more information and/or to
sign up, please visit www.nativitycharleston.org/alpha. Online
option available.

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA): is an
opportunity to come together in a small group online to learn
more about our faith with sessions focused on the teachings and
experience of Church and prepare adults to celebrate the
Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist during the
Easter season. To inquire, please contact Vicki Vazquez at 843-
795-3821. Online option available.

FORMED.org: is a digital platform that gives our parish
access to video-based study programs, feature films, audio
presentations, and eBooks from the Church’s foremost
presenters. You just need an e-mail to sign in. No password.

Sacrament of Marriage: Couples need to contact the priest
at least six months prior to the proposed wedding date. Please
contact the parish office at 843-795-3821.

Care of the Sick and Homebound: We care about you. To
arrange for a pastoral visit, please contact the parish office at
843-795-3821.

Sacrament of the Sick: Anointing of the Sick is the
sacrament that is received by those suffering from a potentially
life-threatening illness, those planning to have serious surgery
and those in advanced years. Please do not wait until the ‘last
minute’ to request the Anointing of the Sick. To request this
sacrament. contact the parish office at 843-795-3821.

Pastor: Rev. Thomas Kingsley
Pastor@NativityCharleston.org, 843-795-3821 x 105

Office Manager: Mrs. Vicki Vazquez
Admin@NativityCharleston.org, 843-795-3821 x 101

Financial Secretary: Mrs. Carolyn Miller
Finance@NativityCharleston.org, 843-795-3821 x 102

Maintenance Supt: Mr. Scott Smith
Office@NativityCharleston.org, 843-795-3821 x 101

Music Director: Mrs. Courtney Reed
Music@NativityCharleston.org, 843-795-3821 x 103

Religious Education: Mrs. Mary L. Smith
DRE@NativityCharleston.org, 843-795-3821 x 104

School Principal: Mrs. Patti Dukes
pdukes@nativity-school.com, 843-795-3975

Diocesan Office of Child Protection Services:
843-853-2130 x 209

Diocesan Victim Assistance Minister:
800-921-8122

Note from the Finance Council

You can provide for the needs of future generations of
Catholics by remembering Nativity in your will. You may
also choose to make a gift through a charitable trust or an
annuity. For more information about joining the newly
established Catholic Heritage Society or to learn more
about legacy gifts, please contact Carrie Mummert at
(843) 261-0435 or email cmummert@catholic-doc.org.
All inquiries are handled in confidence.

An Active Parishioner

e s registered with the parish for at least 3 months,

e attends liturgies weekly

e makes regular and identifiable contributions by
using parish envelopes or myEoffering.

These criteria are used to verify parishioner status for
Weddings, Sacramental Preparation, Parish School of
Religion enroliment, Sponsor Certificates for Baptism and
Confirmation, and to receive parishioner tuition rates at
Catholic schools. An extended time with no activity will
place a person or family on inactive status.

Please be an active parishioner

New to Our Community?

To register in our parish, please fill out a
registration form on our web site:
www.nativitycharleston.org.

Forms are available at the church ™ ' ™
entrances. However, for immediate ac- I‘I‘

cess, just scan this image with your HF .t
Eps

For more information, please call the H

parish office at 843-795-3821. ’ b

smart phone _—>>>
Please consider joining our parish family!




To advertise in our bulletin, please contact Vince Liberto at LibertoV@jspaluch.com or at 504-250-9697.
Please support our Advertisers whose funding makes this bulletin possible.

Liturgical Ministers for
Christmas Masses Dec. 24—Dec. 25
are listed on the sign up sheets
in the sacristy.

Please arrange for a substitute
if you are unable to fulfill your ministry
as scheduled.

Offerings Dec 5 — Dec. 11

The weekly offerings information was not available by the
publishing deadline for this week's bulletin. The
information will be provided in a future bulletin.

Second Collection for December:
Dec. 18 — Solidarity Fund for the Church in Africa

Thank you for your Generosity.

Please use your envelopes.
If you need envelopes, call the parish office.
at 843 795-3821

(=1 ) =]

Now available online at

nativitycharleston.org .
For immediate access, just scan this QR
code with your smart phone ~ ----- >>

Don’t forget to update your account
with your current credit card expiration date.

For more information, please contact the parish office.

Nativity Ladies Guild is Planning
a Fundraiser for Catholic Schools Week!

Catholic Schools Week 2023 is January 29 through
February 4. The Ladies Guild has adopted the “Giving
Tree” model for this fundraiser.

The “Tree” will be at the main entrance of Nativity Church
starting the weekend of Dec. 31/Jan. 1.

The tree will have envelopes that identify specific class-
room and educational items and their cost. These items
have been requested by the teachers at Nativity School.

You know how this works:

e Take an envelope for an item (or items) that you
would like to donate.

e Purchase the item(s) or include the appropriate
donation in the envelope.

e Please make checks payable to the Nativity Ladies
Guild.

e Return the envelope and your donation or item(s) to
the church entrance or the Nativity Parish Office
before January 29.

For more information, please contact Miriam Hoffman
at m.hoffman@earthlink.net

Thank You for Supporting Nativity School

Let Us Pray

For members of our community who have
requested our prayers.

From previous months: Allene Barans, Clydie Beuvis,
Beverly Blevins, Ray Blevins, Britt Lamarr Boswell, Joe
Caraviello, Anne Castelli, Ron Connick, Herman Connor,
Wendy Craven, Vi Defourneaux, Jake DuPree, Angela
Harbuta, Terry Harris, Darcy Hill, James Michael Huber,
Dan & Mary Hughes, Myrtis Jenkins, Fred Kornahrens,
Delores Lopez, Katherine and William Manning, Paul &
Carole Moran, Charlie Organ, James Parker, Brenda
Pearson, Ed and Terry Pop, James Romero, Rosemary
Saari, Kyle Souza, Fran Taylor, Inge Thornley, Courtney
Wilson, Sally Wojcik

For members of our community who have
requested our prayers
For our service men and women and their
families throughout the world.

To have names added or removed from these lists,
please contact the parish office at 843-795-3821
or at Office@NativityCharleston.org.

Intentions
Sanctuary Candle:
Dec. 17 — Dec. 23
Mass: This Week

Sat. 17 5:30 pm Marcia Smith+
Sun. 18 9:00 am Jonathon Rosa+
11:30 am Juanalita Bunado+
Mon. 19 11:30 am
Tues. 20 11:30 am Juanalita Bunado+
Wed. 21 11:30 am Arnold Bennett+
Thurs. 22 11:30 am William O’Leary+
Fri. 23 11:30 am
Sat. 24 4:00 pm For the children of Nativity
7:00 pm For the people of Nativity
Sun. 25 10:00 am Ann Puchir+

Envelopes for Sanctuary Candle and Mass Intentions are
at the church entrances. Please fill one out and put it in
the collection basket. Please include your telephone
number in case your requested date is unavailable.

Intention requests cannot be accepted
more than 3 months in advance.

Marti Turner+



Nativity School Christmas Program, December 6, 2022.

SANTA TEAMS UP WITH THE KNIGHTS

THIS SUNDAY, (DECEMBER 18)
FOR THE PANCAKE/ SAUSAGE
BREAKFAST WITH SANTA
AND

MRs. CLAUS TEAMS UP
WITH THE NATIVITY LADIES GUILD
FOR THE CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS ORNAMENT WORKSHOP

This event will be in the Nativity Parish Life Center after the 9:00 Mass. Adults pay $3.00 for the breakfast but all
children eat free. Not only that, the children get to meet Santa, turn in their Christmas wish list and get a little treat from
one of Santa’s elves. Come make some memorable and treasured Christmas ornaments.

THIS IS A REALLY FUN FAMILY EVENT
AND IT JUST WON’T BE THE SAME IF YOU’RE NOT THERE!




Christmas Mass Schedule

Sat. Dec. 24 at 4:00 pm: Christmas Mass

Mass video, audio and additional seating
will be available in the Parish Life Center.
Ministers from the church will offer Eucharist.

Sat. Dec. 24 at 7:00 pm: Christmas Mass

A concert of Christmas music will start at 6:30 pm.
Please come early and join in the singing.

Sun. Dec. 25 at 10:00 am: Christmas Mass

9:00 am and 11:30 am Sunday Masses
are cancelled on Christmas Day.

The Solemnity of Mary,
the Mother of God

Sat. Dec. 31 at 5:30 pm: Feast Day Mass

Sun. Jan. 1 at 9:00 and 11:30 am:
Feast Day Mass

The Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God is a Holy Day
of Obligation. All Catholics are required to attend Mass.

Regular Mass and Services
will continue throughout the Holidays
except as noted above.

Weekly cffour of
ofuc/m'cistic doration

72:00 cNoon vae'c#
Jhursday.

U.S. Bishops launched a 3-year

Eucharistic Revival. The intent is

to nudge Catholics toward a
deeper personal relationship with Jesus in the Holy Eu-
charist.

The revival will include eucharistic processions and other
events of adoration and prayer around the country. It will
continue for three years; until the 2024 National Eucharis-
tic Congress on July 17, 2024.

dhis is a Zreat Gpportunity to
I repare yout Soul for Christ'’s

fom.in.g on Christmas.

Special for Advent
Sacrament of Reconciliation
on Sunday, Dec. 18!
10:15to 11:15 am and
12:45 to 1:45 pm
(after the 9:00 am and 11:30 am Sunday Masses).

The weekly 4:15 pm Sat. Sacrament of Reconciliation
is cancelled on Sat. Dec. 24.

You can also schedule to receive the
Sacrament of Reconciliation by appointment.
Please contact the parish office at 843-795-3821

Catholics are required to receive the Sacrament of
Reconciliation at least once per year. All are encouraged
to take advantage of the Sacrament on a regular basis.

There is no better way
to Prepare for Christmas!

Blue Christmas Remembrance
Wed., Dec. 21 at 4:30 pm

The holidays can be a difficult time for anyone

suffering loss. This service is offered to

comfort and support those grieving the loss of
a loved one.

This activity will be in the Nativity Parish Life Center. It will
begin with prayers and reflections, which will be followed
by a reception.

The church will also be open until 6:30 pm
for private prayer.

This event is jointly sponsored by the Nativity Ladies
Guild and the Nativity Bereavement Committee. For more
information, please contact the Nativity Parish Office at
843-795-3821.

All are welcome to come and pray
with those who are in sorrow.

James Island Outreach
Holiday Food Drive.

Again this Christmas Season, James Island Outreach is
collecting food for Christmas distribution.

All “in date” non-perishable food is welcome. Your
financial donations are also greatly appreciated.

Collection barrels will be at the Nativity Church entrances.

Thank You for helping to feed
our hungry neighbors!



The “O” Antiphons of Advent

There are seven short verses sung before the Magnificat during
Evening Prayer of the Church on the seven days before the vigil of
Christmas. They each begin with the exclamation "O". Each of them
ends with a plea for the Messiah to come. As Christmas approaches
the cry becomes more urgent.

The antiphons were composed in the seventh or eighth century when
monks put together texts from the Old Testament which looked forward
to the coming of our salvation. They form a rich mosaic of scriptural
images. These seven verses, or antiphons as they are called, appear
to be the originals although from time to time other texts were used.
They became very popular in the Middle Ages. While the monastic
choirs sang the antiphons, the great bells of the church were rung.

A curious feature of these antiphons is that the first letter of each invocation may be taken from the Latin to form an
acrostic in reverse. So the first letters of Sapientia, Adonai, Radix, Clavis, Oriens, Rex, and Emmanuel, provide the Latin
words: ERO CRAS . The phrase spells out the response of Christ himself to the heartfelt prayer of his people:

"l come tomorrow".

Although the “O” Antiphons only appear in the evening prayer during the last week prior to Christmas eve, the words and
symbols have come to be used throughout advent as a sign of our anticipation of

The Incarnation of our God!

O Oriens - December 21st

O Come, Thou Dayspring from on high,
and cheer us by thy drawing nigh;

O Sapientia - December 17th

O Come, Thou Wisdom, from on high,
and order all things far and nigh;

to us the path of knowledge show,
and teach us in her ways to go.

0 Adonai - December 18th

O Come, O Come, Thou Lord of might,
who to thy tribes on Sinai's height

in ancient times didst give the law,

in cloud, and majesty, and awe

O Radix Jesse - December 19th

O Come, Thou Rod of Jesse's stem,
from ev'ry foe deliver them

that trust Thy mighty power to save,
and give them vict'ry o'er the grave

O Clavis David - December 20th

O Come, Thou Key of David, come,
and open wide our heav'nly home,
make safe the way that leads on high,
that we no more have cause to sigh.

disperse the gloomy clouds of night
and death's dark shadow put to flight.

O Rex Gentium - December 22nd

O Come, Desire of the nations, bind
in one the hearts of all mankind;

bid every strife and quarrel cease
and fill the world with heaven's peace.

O Emmanuel - December 23rd

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel,
and ransom captive Israel,

that mourns in lonely exile here
until the Son of God appear.

Rejoice! Rejoice!

Emmanuel shall come to thee,

O Israel!

Continued Next Column ----- >>>

Stay in touch with us at Nativity

Sign up on our social media platform at FlockNote.
https://nativityfamily.flocknote.com/

Visit us at
We will be decorqﬂng the Web page: https://nativitycharleston.com/
. You Tube: https://lwww.youtube.com/ChurchoftheNativity
Church for Christmas. ,We . Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/NativityCharleston
need volunteers to assist with and https://www.facebook.com/groups/NativityFamily
this work. The more Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/NativityCharleston/

participants, the better.



The Catechism of the Catholic Church in a Year

Podcast Series begins January 1, 2023

Fr. Mike Schmitz guides you through the entire Catechism of the Catholic Church in 365
episodes, providing explanation, insight, and encouragement along the way.

e Understand the essentials of the Catholic Faith and why they matter.
e Understand how Church teaching is rooted in Sacred Scripture.
e Absorb over 2,000 years of Sacred Tradition.

e Encounter God’s plan of sheer goodness for your life.

Each 15-20 minute episode includes: a guided prayer to help you enter into each episode,
a reading from the Catechism of the Catholic Church and an explanation from Fr. Mike Schmitz about the reading.

For more information please visit: https://ascensionpress.com/pages/catechisminayear
This is an easy way to learn more about our Faith!

2022 Annual Flrst Christmeas Fund

This year, the First Christmas Fund will support the new Holy City Mobile

Pregnancy Center. This new ministry of Prolife Charleston takes care ‘on

the road’ and delivers services directly to women in need throughout the

local community. The services include pre and post natal care, ultra sound
and other exams, education, counseling, referrals and support.

Your donations will provide services to pregnant women
and their families who are in great need.

Please place your donation in the
Nativity collection or snail mail it to:
Knights of Columbus Council 6250 First Christmas Fund
K of C Council 6250
] ) 1061 Folly Road
First Christmas Fund Charleston, SC 29412

Make your tax deductible donation to:

On the memo line write:

For more information please contact Malcolm Brennan, Director of Prolife Ministries, K of C Council 6250 at 843-906-5511 or mbprolife@gmail.com
May God grant you a very Blessed and Peaceful Christmas!

Once again we will be selling the 12 Days of Christmas Cards and all profits from the sale of these cards will go to
support the First Christmas Fund. Based on the well known song "The 12 Days of Christmas", each package contains 12
different cards. Each card has a unique illustration on the front, and an explanation of the hidden meanings contained in
the song's lyrics on the back. The cards are intended to help you and your family keep Christ in Christmas throughout
the Christmas season. At only $10.00 per package they make great Christmas gifts.

A PARTRIDGE IN A PEAR TREE SIX GEESE A LAYING

For more information please contact Malcolm Brennan, Director of Prolife Ministries, K of C Council 6250 at 843-906-5511 or mbprolife@gmail.com

ALL Proceeds will support the Holy City Mobile Pregnancy Center.



Dennis P. Baars
Certified Public Accountant
Taxes e Accounting
471 Wallace Drive

Charleston, SC 29412
843-795-6632 | 843-437-0775 C.

Kathleen Janech
REALTOR®
843-425-5717
kathleen.janech@gmail.com

24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

v’ Ambulance  Solutions as Lowas $ 1 9.95 amonth
vPolice vFire

FREE Shipping
FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

vFriends/Family

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,

CALL 80008093352 GPS Tracking w/Fa::gt;:::iir’anreEd!

Now!
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

MDMedAlert EAsY set-up,NO Contract

Safe-Guarding America's Seniors Nationwide! ~ 24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

Dr. Michele Donovan - optometric Physician

Gene Gebhard- Licensed Optician
Local Parishioners
Mt. Pleasant
849-0822

North Charleston
824-2878

West Ashley
763-0554

The Most Complete Online

J HENRY STUHR INC.
FUNERAL CHAPELS
& CREMATORY
232 Calhoun Street
Charleston
South Carolina
Downtown

843-723-2524

SMILE
Dale Probst, D.M.D AC Hatine @
www.cDale2Smile.com s "
1708 Central Park Rd. | Air Conditioning Service
Charleston, SC 29412 | 1943 Belgrade Av. Suite 1
843-795-3332

Charleston, §.C. 29407

Take your
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Your
ad
could
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Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and
connect with your
Catholic Community
with OneParish!

Download Our Free App or Visit

https://www.oneparish.com

644800 Nativity Church

www.jspaluch.com

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship

of the Sea of the United States of America
Catholic Cruises/Tours to Worldwide Destinations

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com
wuw.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

843-556-1641
Fax 843-556-2091

Diana Thompson

Sales & Service

Get this
weekly bulletin
deliveredby —

email - for FREE!
Sign up here:

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

24 HOUR
EMERGENCY
SERVICE

INDUSTRIAL

COMMERCIAL

HEATING & AIR RESIDENTIAL
CONDITIONING, INC. | FREE ESTIMATES

554-8600 SERVICE ALL

MAKES & MODELS

“Serving Charleston Since 1981”
2470 Faber Road

www.morelliair.com

COUNTY LIC. M-96 * STATE LIC. 1032
“ASK ABOUT OUR PARISHIONER DISCOUNT”

For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-432-3240
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