Overconfident?

As we get to the halfway point of Lent, we may be
tempted to overconfidence: “The first three weeks weren’t
so hard. | can go a few more weeks without the things |
gave up. And I've only committed a few sins; maybe /'l
go to confession right before Easter.” If so, it might be a
good idea to look at the second reading and the Gospel.

St. Paul says that anyone who is overconfident about
their lack of sin “should take care not to fall” (1 Corinthians
10:12). He compares those people to the ones Moses
brought through the desert. In fact, many were punished
because they were tempted to follow false gods or to
complain about the food and drink God provided them.
Could the same thing happen to us?

One form of overconfidence is rejecting what we learned
as children. We may think, “'m old enough to decide if |
should go to church” or “I can take care of myself now; |
don’'t need God’s help.” If these sound familiar because
you have thought that way yourself, Paul has a warning.
His analogy of the Rock following the Hebrews in the
desert refers to God'’s constant presence to the people. In
the same way, God is present to us today. But just as
God was not pleased with those in the desert, God may
not be pleased with us if we continue to ignore the Lord.

That brings us to the Gospel. In the parable of the fig
tree, the owner is not pleased—the tree has not produced
any fruit. Unlike the fig tree, God would be happy with any
fruit we produce. We could be generous to the poor, we
could fight for the unborn child’s right to life, or we could
simply teach our children how to pray. Like the owner of
the fig tree, God is patient, but we only have so much

time. So when do you plan to bear fruit?
...Tom Schmidt, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co

Catholic Diocese of Charleston

Church of the Nativity

1061 Folly Road
Charleston, South Carolina 29412

Mission Statement
We strive to be a faith-centered, Catholic community. By
virtue of Baptism, we are called forth to minister to one
another the Gospel message of Jesus Christ through
education, evangelization, social justice and ecumenism.
We reach out in love, respect and support for all as we
seek to do the will of God.

At the direction of Bishop Guglielmone,
Wearing Masks at Mass is recommended for all.
To Receive Communion on the tongue
Please be Last in the Communion Line

Regular Weekly Mass Schedule

Thursday 9:30 School Mass
Monday through Friday. 11:30 am

Saturday Vigil 5:30 pm

Sunday 9:00 am and 11:30 am

Church is open Daily for

Private Prayer and Devotion
Weekdays: 8:00 am to 3:00 pm

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday: 4:15 to 5:00 pm
and by appointment

Regular Office Hours
Monday - Friday: 8:00 am to 3:00 pm
Office: 843-795-3821 / Fax: 843-795-2714
website: https://nativitycharleston.org
e-mail: Office@NativityCharleston.org

Stay in touch with us at Nativity

Sign up on our social media platform at FlockNote.
https://nativityfamily.flocknote.com/

Visit us at
Web page: https://nativitycharleston.com/
You Tube: https://www.youtube.com/ChurchoftheNativity
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/NativityCharleston
and https://lwww.facebook.com/groups/NativityFamily
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/NativityCharleston/

e Lord is kind and meraifid.

...Today’s Psalm PS 103



THINGS TO KNOW STAFF

Nursery: Is offered to children age 6 weeks to 4 yrs. old during
the Sunday 9:00 am Mass. It is located on the right side of the
school’'s breezeway entrance. The Nursery is temporarily
closed while the school is under construction.

Children’s thurgy of the Word: Is offered to children age
4 years through 5" grade during the 9:00 am Mass on Sundays
The children are dismissed after the opening prayers and re-join
their family for the Liturgy of the Eucharist. This ministry is
currently unavailable as we assess space and volunteer
needs.

Religious Education Programs: Nativity School serves
students in grades K4 through 8. The Parish School of Religion
(PSR) is offered for other parish children, grades K4 through 8,
enrolled in non-parochial schools. For more information. please
contact Mary Smith at 843-795-3821 x 104.

Creating Safe Environments: All volunteers who minister in
programs involving children at Nativity Parish or School are
required to complete the Safe-Haven Online Abuse Prevention
Training program. To complete this program, please visit
http://charleston.CMGconnect.org. For more information please
contact Vicki Vazquez at 843-795-3821 x 104.

Baptism: To schedule a Baptism preparation class, a parent
should be an active parishioner. For more information please
contact Mary Smith at 843-795-3821 x 104.

Sacraments of First Reconciliation, First Eucharist
and Confirmation: A two year preparation period is required
for these sacraments. Children planmng to receive First
Reconciliation and First Eucharist in the 2™ grade, must also
have participated in a 1% grade PSR or Catholic school
program. Children Elannlng to receive the sacrament of
Confirmation in the 8" grade must also have participated in a 7t
grade PSR or Catholic school program. For more information
please contact Mary Smith at 843-795-3821 x 104

Alpha: is a series of sessions that explore the Christian faith.
These sessions provide an opportunity to explore life's big
questions, to express your own thoughts and hear other
people's points of view. Each session considers a different
question of our faith via a video presentation and interactive
discussion designed to create conversation. All are welcome
and encouraged to participate. For more information and/or to
sign up, please visit www.nativitycharleston.org/alpha. Online
option available.

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA): is an
opportunity to come together in a small group online to learn
more about our faith with sessions focused on the teachings and
experience of Church and prepare adults to celebrate the
Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist during the
Easter season. To inquire, please contact Vicki Vazquez at 843-
795-3821. Online option available.

FORMED.org: is a digital platform that gives our parish
access to video-based study programs, feature films, audio
presentations, and eBooks from the Church’s foremost
presenters. You just need an e-mail to sign in. No password.

Sacrament of Marriage: Couples need to contact the priest
at least six months prior to the proposed wedding date. Please
contact the parish office at 843-795-3821.

Care of the Sick and Homebound: We care about you. To
arrange for a pastoral visit, please contact the parish office at
843-795-3821.

Sacrament of the Sick: Anointing of the Sick is the
sacrament that is received by those suffering from a potentially
life-threatening illness, those planning to have serious surgery
and those in advanced years. Please do not wait until the ‘last
minute’ to request the Anointing of the Sick. To request this
sacrament. contact the parish office at 843-795-3821.

Pastor: Rev. Thomas Kingsley
Pastor@NativityCharleston.org, 843-795-3821 x 105

Director of Administration: Mrs. Vicki Vazquez
Admin@NativityCharleston.org, 843-795-3821 x 101

Financial Secretary: Mrs. Carolyn Miller
Finance@NativityCharleston.org, 843-795-3821 x 102

Maintenance Supt: Mr. Scott Smith
Office@NativityCharleston.org, 843-795-3821 x 101

Music Director: Mrs. Courtney Reed
Music@NativityCharleston.org, 843-795-3821 x 103

Religious Education: Mrs. Mary L. Smith
DRE@NativityCharleston.org, 843-795-3821 x 104

School Principal: Mrs. Patti Dukes
pdukes@nativity-school.com, 843-795-3975

Diocesan Office of Child Protection Services:
843-853-2130 x 209

Diocesan Victim Assistance Minister:
800-921-8122

Note from the Finance Council

You can provide for the needs of future generations of
Catholics by remembering Nativity in your will. You may
also choose to make a gift through a charitable trust or an
annuity. For more information about joining the newly
established Catholic Heritage Society or to learn more
about legacy gifts, please contact Carrie Mummert at
(843) 261-0435 or email cmummert@catholic-doc.org.
All inquiries are handled in confidence.

An Active Parishioner

e s registered with the parish for at least 3 months,
e attends liturgies weekly

e makes regular and identifiable contributions by
using parish envelopes or myEoffering.

These criteria are used to verify parishioner status for
Weddings, Sacramental Preparation, Parish School of
Religion enroliment, Sponsor Certificates for Baptism and
Confirmation, and to receive parishioner tuition rates at
Catholic schools. An extended time with no activity will
place a person or family on inactive status.

Please be an active parishioner

New to Our Community?

To register in our parish, please fill out a
registration form on our web site:
www.nativitycharleston.org.

Forms are available at the church ™ '- ™
entrances. However, for immediate ac- -l"
cess, just scan this image with your H"

smart phone _——>>>> ]
’ s

For more information, please call the
Please consider joining our parish family!

parish office at 843-795-3821.




To advertise in our bulletin, please contact Eric Luoto at LuotoE@jspaluch.com or at 904-945-2425.
Please support our Advertisers whose funding makes this bulletin possible.

Liturgical Ministers
Weekend Masses Mar 26—27
Please arrange for a substitute if you are unable
to fulfill your ministry as scheduled.

Greeter:

Altar Server:

5:30 pm Mass

John & Meg Hoeft

Patrick Kelley and Kathy Wiley
Jake Hoeft

Eucharistic Meg Hoeft

Ministers: Carolyn Smith

Lector: Claire Bergstrom

Ushers: Emmett Alphonse, Brendan Reed
Randall Lannie, Lamar Watkins
9:00 am Mass

Greeter: Maureen & Joshua Begley

Altar Server:

Eucharistic Jimmy Craven

Ministers: Wendy Craven

Lector: Andrew Preston

Ushers: Richard Bragiel, Walter Machowski,
Steve Molony, Joe Dubois

11:30 am Mass

Greeter: Sheila Griner
June La Via

Altar Server: Tomi Tran

Eucharistic Pam Everitt

Ministers: Kathy Hepner

Lector: Sheila Elsey

Ushers: Lewis Doscher, Sheila Griner

Caughey Family
Wyatt Knight

OF.1|0

Now available online at

nativitycharleston.org .
For immediate access, just scan this QR
code with your smart phone ~ ----- >>

Don’t forget to update your account
with your current credit card expiration date.

For more information, please contact the parish office.

Gilbert O’Brien, Natalie Zanolli

Offerings March 7 — March 13

Collections at Mass (Mar 12—Mar 13) $ 8,822.00
Mail in Offerings (Mar 0O7—Mar 11) $ 2,050.00
myEoffering (Mar 07—Mar 11) $ 5,138.97
Budget (1 week) $ 13,668.46
Difference $ + 2,342.51
Registered Households 641
Envelopes Used (Mar 12—Mar 13) 154
Active myEoffering Families 141

MyEoffering Family Donations (Mar 07—Mar 11) 122
Second Collections for March:
Catholic Relief Services

Thank you for your Generosity.

If you do not use envelopes and want to contribute to the
needs of the parish, please place your check in the
collection baskets in the rear of the church,
mail your donation to the parish office
or make a donation via your myEoffering account.

If you are unable to attend Mass, please consider making
your regular offerings by mail or online (myEoffering).

Please use your envelopes.
If you need envelopes, call the parish office.
at 843 795-3821

Let Us Pray

For members of our community who have
requested our prayers.

From previous months: Norman Ballo, Allene Barans,
Irene Bennett, Clydie Bevis, Beverly Blevins, Ray Blevins,
Britt Lamarr Boswell, Joe Caraviello, Anne Castelli,
Wendy Craven, Herman Connor, Vi Defourneaux, Jake
DuPree, Jo Ann Frederick, Ellen Pate Futrell, Malcolm
Hale, Angela Harbuta, Terry Harris, James Michael
Huber, Myrtis Jenkins, Fred Kornahrens, Teresa LaTorre,
Delores Lopez, Paul & Carole Moran, Suzette Nowak,
Charlie Organ, Brenda Pearson, Ed and Terry Pop,
James Romero, Rosemary Saari, Kyle Souza, Fran
Taylor, Inge Thornley, Courtney Wilson, Sally Wojcik

For members of our community who have
requested our prayers

For our service men and women and their
families throughout the world.

To have names added or removed from these lists,
please contact the parish office at 843-795-3821
or at Office@NativityCharleston.org.

Intentions
Mass: This Week

Sat. 19 5:30 pm In thanksgiving and continued
health and healing for Sally Wojcik
20 9:00 am One Year Death Anniversary
Jim Anderson+
11:30 am Albert Adami+
Mon 21 11:30 am Two Year Death Anniversary
Arnold Bennett+
Tues. 22 11:30 am Annette Synder+
Wed. 23 11:30 am For the people of Nativity
Thurs. 24 9:30 am Robert M. Murphy+
11:30 am Sharon Doniphan+
Fri. 25 11:30 am Margaret O’Keefe+
Sat. 26 5:30 pm Don Blevins+
27 9:00 am Katherine Duffy+
11:30 am Annette Snyder+

Envelopes for Sanctuary Candle and Mass Intentions are
at the church entrances. Please fill one out and put it in
the collection basket. Please include your telephone
number in case your requested date is unavailable.

Intention requests cannot be accepted
more than 3 months in advance.



Nativity School—dedicated to the academic and spiritual growth of our students

Do zlou dream of a school where each child is accepted, included, and valued? Are you looking for a
school that stands as the model of academic excellence, moral ideals, and spirituality? Have you
searched for a values-based education in the Catholic tradition?

Look no further!
Discover Nativity School, James Island's best kept secret for K4-8 grades.

Nativity School is accepting applications for admittance to Nativity School.
For more information, please visit us at www.facebook.com/NativitySchoolKnights or call us at 843-795-3975.

We wish our students a great semester.

Nativity School Needs a Spanish Teacher

Nativity School is seeking a qualified, energetic individual who has a passion for children and

can share their expertise of Spanish language and culture with elementary aged students.

Grades range from K4-8th, with 8th grade taking Spanish 1 for a Carnegie credit. Applicants

must possess a valid teaching certificate with a concentration in Spanish or a Bachelor's or
Master's degree in Spanish. Compensation will be based on degree, certification and experience.

All interested applicants should send a resume to Patti Dukes at info@nativity-school.com.

The Feast of the Annunciation - Mar. 25

The feast of the Annunciation celebrates the visit of the angel
Gabriel to the Virgin Mary, during which he asked her if she
would be the mother of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. This feast
is celebrated on March 25th each year.

More importantly, since it occurs 9 months before the birth of
Jesus on Christmas Day, the Annunciation marks the actual
incarnation of Jesus Christ - the moment that Jesus was
conceived and that the Son of God became the son of the
Virgin.

This feast has been celebrated since the 5th century AD and it
celebrates:

=  God's action in entering the human world as Jesus in
order to save humanity, and

=  Humanity's willing acceptance of God's action
through Mary's willing acceptance of the task of being
the Mother of God.

Communal Penance Service

Holy Spirit Church (Johns Island)
Tues, Mar 29 4:30 to 5:30 pm.

This service provides Catholics the oppor-
tunity to receive the Sacrament of
This riveting Study by Dr. Brant Pitre continues Reconciliation to prepare themselves to
at Thursday Night Bible Study. This is a great way to  receive Christ at Easter.
prepare for the most sacred and solemn week of the . -
entire liturgical year. If you're looking to get more out of All are Encouraged to Part|C|pate.
the season of Lent this year and to truly enter into the
mystery of Holy Week with Jesus, then this Bible study is
for you.

Sessions are Online only,
Thursday from 6:30 pm to 8:00 pm.
Via ZOOM: https:/lus06web.zoom.us/j/992439224887?
pwd=0OFRGSHBTUmVMamZzdmZWMnF5NXIxdz09

Meeting ID: 992 4392 2488 and the Passcode: Nativity SUNDAY, APRIL 10

For more information, please contact Ryckie Watkins at Sponsored by the Nativity Ladies Guild.
843-795-4194 for at ryckiewatkins1329@comcast.net. 10:00 am in the Nativity School Playground!




LENT: THE TIME FOR
PRAYER, FASTING AND ALMSGIVING

Seder/Passover Meal Learning Experience at Nativity
Sunday April 3, 2022 at 5:30 pm
in the Nativity Parish Life Center

Enter more deeply into the Passion of Christ, and gain a greater spiritual

understanding of the Passover and Holy Week. Those who attend will be

active participants praying together and learning the meaning behind the

rituals. We will also share a meal together. Because of the style of this
learning experience, we recommend it to adults and those in the 4th grade and up.

Advance ticket purchase is required. Tickets are $13 per person and will be on sale after
Masses the weekends of March 19/20. Tickets are also available from the church office during

regular office hours.

Please purchase tickets by March 23™.

Good Friday is an obligatory day of
fast and abstinence.

In addition, all Fridays in Lent are
days of abstinence.

Led by the
Students of Nativity School

2:00 pm Wednesdays through
Apr. 10 in Nativity Church

All are invited to this inspiring devotion.
Guests are requested to sit behind the student sections

Friday Evening
Stations of the Cross

5:30 pm through Apr 8.

These are traditional stations led
by Nativity Ministers.

Please join us for the stations and
remain with us for dinner in the
Nativity Parish Life Center.

More important details:
March 25: The Respect Life Ministry leads stations
and hosts a Shrimp & Grits dinner.
April 1: RCIA Ministry leads stations and
hosts a Salad Bar dinner.
April 8:
Knights of Columbus host the Fish Fry.

All dinners are free.
However, your donations will be greatly appreciated.

All are invited!

Lenten Penitential Requirements:

Fasting allows a person to eat
one full meal. Two smaller meals
may also be taken, not to equal
one full meal. Fasting is
obligatory for all who have com-
pleted their 18th year and have
not yet reached their 60th year.

Abstinence (from meat) is

observed on all the Fridays of
Lent in addition to Ash Wednesday and Good Friday. It is
obligatory for all who have reached their 14th year.

The Exceptions:

Those that are excused from fast and abstinence include
the physically or mentally ill, individuals suffering from
chronic illness such as diabetes. Also excluded are
pregnant or nursing women. In all cases, common sense
should prevail, and ill persons should not further
jeopardize their health by fasting.

Information from the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops

Father Kingsley leads stations and the °

Anointing of the Sick
Sunday, March 27 at 1:00 pm
in Nativity Church
Reception to follow in the
Nativity Parish Life Center

Anointing of the Sick is the sacrament
that is received by those who are
suffering from a potentially life-
threatening illness, those planning to
have serious surgery and by those of
advanced years.

Through the anointing and the prayer of
the priest, the whole Church commends
those who are sick to Christ. Those
anointed receive the Holy Spirit's gifts
of strength, faith, peace, and courage.
Their suffering is united with that of
Christ.



MoGie Pregnancy Canter to Vigit Nativity
Thig Sunday, Marchk 20, from 9:30 AM untié 1:00 PM.
That's right; the Holy City Mobile Pregnancy Center

(MPC) will be on display in our parking lot.

Volunteers will be available to provide guided tours

and answer your questions.

Come vigit ug and gee

what the Mobile Pregnancy Center can do /

COUNCIL 6250 BABY BOTTLE FUND RAISER
To BeNErFiT THE MOBILE PREGNANCY CENTER.

Here is how this works:

1. Did not get a bottlre last week? No problem! Your donation will be appreciated.
2. Put money (cash, checks) into the bottle (or in an envelope)
= Make checks payable to Knights of Columbus Council 6250
= Memo should say “Mobile Pregnancy Center”
3. Return the bottle (or envelope) when you come to church this weekend (March 19/20)

= You can also return the bottle/envelope/check/cash/other to the Parish Office
4. All donations should be returned by March 27.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY TO
THE MOBILE PREGNANCY CENTER.

is a focused, pro-life campaign with a vision
to end abortion in America through prayer,
fasting, and peaceful vigil.
Nativity Prayer Vigils:
Thurs. March 24 and Fri. March 25
From 7:00 am to 7:00 pm
To sign up or for more information, please contact

Christine Lewis at lewisc@musc.edu or Malcolm Brennan
at mbprolife@gmail.com or (843) 906-5511

Can’t join in the Nativity Vigils? No Problem!

Vigils are conducted daily from 7:00 am to 7:00 pm
through April 10. Just pick a time that works for you and
join in praying for these families.

All vigils are at the Planned Parenthood facility in West
Ashley (1312 Ashley River Rd at the corner of Fuseler
Ave.)

HELP SAVE LIVES IN CHARLESTON!

Once again, the Nativity Ladies

Guild, will be collecting Grocery

Gift Cards. The cards will be

delivered to Neighborhood

House and James Island

Outreach. These ministries will
distribute your donations to those in need of food for East-
er.

Here is how this works:

1. Visit your favorite grocery store and purchase a
gift card (any store, any amount).

2. Put the envelope in the collection at Mass
between now and April 10.

It is that simple but if you want more information, please
contact Jackie Doscher at jackiedoscher@gmail.com.

This is a great way to practice Lenten almsgiving.

Thank you for your generosity

Scrutiny Rites of Lent
are communal prayers celebrated to
strengthen the Elect to overcome the
power of sin in their lives and to help
them to grow in virtue. To scrutinize
something means to examine it closely.
Since all of us are called to continual
conversion throughout our lives, we
join with the Elect in scrutinizing
ourselves and praying to God for the
grace to overcome the power of sin that still has a hold
on us, and to be strengthened in the virtues.



Living Stations at 2:00pm on Wednesdays during lent—presented by Nativity School.

Father Kevin Walsh of Mepkin Abbey led the prayers and meditations at the Nativity Day of Reflection on March 12.



Dennis P. Baars Consider
Certified Public Accountant Remembering
Taxes e Accounting Your Parishin

471 Wallace Drive Your Will.

Charleston, SC 29412 For further information,
843-795-6632 | 843-437-0775 C. please call the Parish Office.

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship

of the Sea of the United States of America
Catholic Cruises/Tours to Worldwide Destinations

Tk Call us today al 860-399-1785 oremai
ONA eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

RNEY. o
JOURNE . CatholicCruisesandTours.com

(CST 2117990-70)

J’!_'IENRY STgHR INC. SMILE
s WHAPELS | Dale Probst, D.M.D
232 Calhoun Street | www.cDale2Smile.com
S CI:; r(l;estoll_l 1708 Central Park Rd.
Oll)lown?(:anllna Charleston, SC 29412
843-723-2524 | 843-795-3332

Dr. Anthony C. Ross
Island Chiropractic Centre
Spinal Decompression e Laser Therapy
Chiropractic Sports Physician
3546 Maybank Hwy. e Johns Island
843-559-9111
Serving the Sea Islands Since 1987

Chore Caddie - “Keeping Your Life On Course!”

I'l take care of your to-do list, so you have time for
the things you love. Avoid the high costs of specialists.
(Painting, plumbing, carpentry, errands, lawn care,
pretty much anything to save you time!)

Call Ron McNALLY 843.789.0687
Parishioner wanw,ChoreCaddie.com Licensed/Insured

AC. Heating &

Air CONdi{iONiNg Service
1943 Br:lgradr: Av. Suite 1
Charleston. SC. 29407
84375567764
Fax g43-556-20a
Diana Thompson
Sales & Service

Dr. Michele Donovan - optometric Physician

Gene Gebhard- Licensed Optician
Local Parishioners

Mt. Pleasant
849-0822

North Charleston
824-2878

West Ashley
763-0554

Why Choose a
Catholic Cemetery?
A Catholic Cemetery is the sacred resting
place for those who are baptized, who
worshiped and lived their Christian faith,
and in death complete their baptismal
commitment by laying at rest with their

companions in faith.

Compassionate, faith centered care.

Full body or cremation burial,
monuments and markers.

Call 843-795-2111 to learn more.
Holy Cross Cemetery - St Lawrence Cemetery

Call us at

to reach the

Catholic Community
for an

Unbeatable Price

1-800-432-3240

WHY IS IT
A man wakes up after sleeping
under an ADVERTISED blanket
on an ADVERTISED mattress
and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas
bathes in an ADVERTISED shower
shaves with an ADVERTISED razor
brushes his teeth
with ADVERTISED toothpaste
washes with ADVERTISED soap
puts on ADVERTISED clothes
drinks a cup

of ADVERTISED coffee
drives to work

in an ADVERTISED car
andthen....

refuses to ADVERTISE

believing it doesn't pay.

Later if business is poor
he ADVERTISES it for sale.

WHY IS IT?

24 HOUR
EMERGENCY
SERVICE

INDUSTRIAL
COMMERCIAL
RESIDENTIAL

HEATING & AIR
CONDITIONING, INC.

554-8600

644800 Nativity Church

www.jspaluch.com

FREE ESTIMATES

SERVICE ALL
MAKES & MODELS

“Serving Charleston Since 1981”

2470 Faber Road
www.morelliair.com
COUNTY LIC. M-96 « STATE LIC. 1032

“ASK ABOUT OUR PARISHIONER DISCOUNT”
For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-432-3240
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