
A Gift for the Wise Men 
 

A rather liberal priest was teasing one of the women of 
the parish, asking, “How do we know the Wise Men  
weren’t Wise Women?” She answered, “If they were, 
they’d have brought bottles, diapers, and a bassinet,  
instead of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.”  

 

The gifts, of course, are symbols of who Jesus is: a king 
who is both God and human. And I wonder what our gifts 
to the Lord say about our faith in him. Remember the 
song about the little drummer boy, who had no gift to 
bring but his ability to play the drum? It can remind us 
that a person who gives all they have, no matter how little 
it seems, is the most generous. 

 

So what do we bring to the newborn King? I can give my 
time by coming to church for the feast of Epiphany and 
actually paying attention. Just making the effort to listen 
to the words of scripture, to hear what God may be trying 
to tell me, could be a great gift. Or I could bring someone 
in our family, or a friend, who doesn’t go to church very 
much. 

 

Now let’s not forget the meaning of “epiphany.” In ancient 
times it meant the appearance or manifestation of a  
divine being. Maybe a way to celebrate the Epiphany is 
to reflect on how God has been made known to me. 
Simple things, like a hug from a friend or an answered 
prayer, or major events like a wedding, the birth of a 
child, or a funeral, can all be ways to experience the Lord. 
The Wise Men received the gift of an epiphany by  
following a star. May the light of Christ lead you to him 
also. 

...Tom Schmidt, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co 

Catholic Diocese of Charleston 

Church of the Nativity 
1061 Folly Road 

Charleston, South Carolina 29412 
 

Mission Statement 
We strive to be a faith-centered, Catholic community. By 
virtue of Baptism, we are called forth to minister to one 
another the Gospel message of Jesus Christ through  
education, evangelization, social justice and ecumenism. 
We reach out in love, respect and support for all as we 
seek to do the will of God. 

 

At the direction of Bishop Guglielmone, 
Wearing Masks at Mass is recommended for all. 

To Receive Communion on the tongue  
Please be Last in the Communion Line 

 

Regular Weekly Mass Schedule 
 

Thursday    9:30 School Mass 
Monday through Friday. 11:30 am 
Saturday Vigil    5:30 pm 
Sunday     9:00 am and 11:30 am 

 
 

Church is open Daily for  
Private Prayer and Devotion 

Weekdays: 8:00 am to 3:00 pm 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation  
Saturday: 4:15 to 5:00 pm  

Sunday: After the 9:00 and 11:30 am Masses 
and by appointment 

 

Regular Office Hours 
Monday  -  Friday: 8:00 am to 3:00 pm 

Office: 843-795-3821 / Fax: 843-795-2714 
website: https://nativitycharleston.org 
e-mail: Office@NativityCharleston.org 

 

 

Stay in touch with us at Nativity 
 

Sign up on our social media platform at FlockNote. 
https://nativityfamily.flocknote.com/ 

 

Visit us at 
Web page: https://nativitycharleston.com/ 

You Tube: https://www.youtube.com/ChurchoftheNativity 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/NativityCharleston 
and https://www.facebook.com/groups/NativityFamily 

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/NativityCharleston/ 



STAFF 
 

Pastor: Rev. Thomas Kingsley 
Pastor@NativityCharleston.org, 843-795-3821 x 105 

 

Director of Administration: Mrs. Vicki Vázquez 
Admin@NativityCharleston.org, 843-795-3821 x 101 

 

Financial Secretary: Mrs. Carolyn Miller 
Finance@NativityCharleston.org, 843-795-3821 x 102 

 

Maintenance Supt: Mr. Scott Smith 
Office@NativirtyCharleston.org, 843-795-3821 x 101 

 

Music Director: Mrs. Courtney Reed 
Music@NativityCharleston.org, 843-795-3821 x 103 

 

Religious Education: Mrs. Mary L. Smith 
DRE@NativityCharleston.org, 843-795-3821 x 104 

 

School Principal: Mrs. Patti Dukes 
pdukes@nativity-school.com, 843-795-3975 

 

Diocesan Office of Child Protection Services: 
843-853-2130 x 209 

 

Diocesan Victim Assistance Minister: 
800-921-8122 

THINGS TO KNOW 

Note from the Finance Council 
 

You can provide for the needs of future generations of 
Catholics by remembering Nativity in your will. You may 
also choose to make a gift through a charitable trust or an 
annuity. For more information about joining the newly  
established Catholic Heritage Society or to learn more 
about legacy gifts, please contact Carrie Mummert at 
(843) 261-0435 or email cmummert@catholic-doc.org. 

All inquiries are handled in confidence. 

An Active Parishioner 
 

 is registered with the parish for at least 3 months, 
 attends liturgies weekly 
 makes regular and identifiable contributions by  

using parish envelopes or myEoffering. 
 

These criteria are used to verify parishioner status for 
Weddings, Sacramental Preparation, Parish School of 
Religion enrollment, Sponsor Certificates for Baptism and 
Confirmation, and to receive parishioner tuition rates at 
Catholic schools. An extended time with no activity will 
place a person or family on inactive status. 

 

Please be an active parishioner 

Nursery: Is offered to children age 6 weeks to 4 yrs. old during 
the Sunday 9:00 am Mass. It is located on the right side of the 
school’s breezeway entrance. Volunteers are needed in 
order to reopen. Contact the church office. 

 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word: Is currently unavailable at 
the 9:00 am Mass as we assess space and volunteer needs in 
hopes of re-starting this ministry sometime in the Fall of 2021. 

 

Religious Education Programs: Nativity School serves 
students in grades K4 through 8. The Parish School of Religion 
(PSR) is offered for other parish children, grades K4 through 8, 
enrolled in non-parochial schools. For more information. please 
contact Mary Smith at 843-795-3821 

 

Creating Safe Environments: All volunteers who minister in 
programs involving children at Nativity Parish or School are 
required to complete the Safe-Haven Online Abuse Prevention 
Training program. To complete this program, please visit 
http://charleston.CMGconnect.org. For more information please 
contact Vicki Vázquez at 843-795-3821 x 104. 

 

Baptism: To schedule a Baptism preparation class, a parent 
should be an active parishioner. For more information please 
contact Mary Smith at 843-795-3821 x 104. 

 

Sacraments of First Reconciliation, First Eucharist 
and Confirmation: A two year preparation period is required 
for these sacraments. Children planning to  receive First 
Reconciliation and First Eucharist in the 2nd grade, must also 
have participated in a 1st grade PSR or Catholic school 
program. Children planning to receive the sacrament of 
Confirmation in the 8th grade must also have participated in a 7th 
grade PSR or Catholic school program. For more information 
please contact Mary Smith at 843-795-3821 x 104 

 

Alpha: is a series of sessions that explore the Christian faith. 
These sessions provide an opportunity to explore life's big 
questions, to say what you think and to hear other people's 
points of view. Each session considers a different question of 
our faith via a video presentation and interactive discussion 
designed to create conversation. In person and online 
options are offered for the upcoming session. All are 
welcome and encouraged to participate. For more information 
and/or to sign up, please visit www.nativitycharleston.org/alpha. 

 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA): is an 
opportunity to come together in a small group online to learn 
more about our faith with sessions focused on the teachings and 
experience of Church and prepare adults to celebrate the 
Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist during the 
Easter season. Online Option is Available. To inquire, 
please contact Vicki Vázquez at 843-795-3821. 

 

FORMED.org: is a digital platform that gives our parish 
access to video-based study programs, feature films, audio 
presentations, and eBooks from the Church’s foremost 
presenters. You just need an e-mail to sign in. No password. 

 

Sacrament of Marriage: Couples need to contact the priest 
at least six months prior to the proposed wedding date. Please 
contact the parish office at 843-795-3821. 

 

Care of the Sick and Homebound: We care about you. To 
arrange for a pastoral visit, please contact the parish office at 
843-795-3821. 

 

Sacrament of the Sick: Anointing of the Sick is the 
sacrament that is received by those who are suffering from a 
potentially life-threatening illness, those planning to have 
serious surgery and those in advanced years. Please do not 
wait until the ‘last minute’ to request the Anointing of the Sick.  
For more information or to request this sacrament. contact the 
parish office at 843-795-3821. 

New to Our Community? 
 

To register in our parish, please fill out a 
registration form on our web site: 
www.nativitycharleston.org. 

 

Forms are available at the church  
entrances. However, for immediate ac-
cess, just scan this image with your 
smart phone        —-——>>>> 
 

For more information, please call the  
parish office at 843-795-3821. 

 

Please consider joining our parish family! 



To advertise in our bulletin, please contact Eric Luoto at LuotoE@jspaluch.com or at 904-945-2425. 
Please support our Advertisers whose funding makes this bulletin possible. 

Let Us Pray 
 

For members of our community who have 
requested our prayers. 

 

Recently Added: Wendy Craven, Rita Halterman 
 

From previous months: Allene Barans, Rob Barker,  
Irene Bennett, Clydie Bevis, Beverly Blevins, Ray Blevins, 
Britt Lamarr Boswell, Joe Caraviello, Anne Castelli,  
Herman Connor, Vi Defourneaux, Jake DuPree, Jo Ann 
Frederick, Ellen Pate Futrell, Malcolm Hale, Angela  
Harbuta, Terry Harris, James Michael Huber, Myrtis  
Jenkins, Fred Kornahrens, Teresa LaTorre, Delores 
Lopez, Paul & Carole Moran, Suzette Nowak, Charlie 
Organ, Irene Parmenter, Ed and Terry Pop, James 
Romero, Rosemary Saari, Kyle Souza, Fran Taylor, Inge 
Thornley, Vivienne Thornton, Courtney Wilson, Sally 
Wojcik, Tomas B. Zeisel 

 

For members of our community who have 
requested our prayers 

 

For our service men and women and their 
families throughout the world. 

 

To have names added or removed from these lists, 
please contact the parish office at 843-795-3821 

or at Office@NativityCharleston.org. 

 

Now available online at 
nativitycharleston.org 

For immediate access, just scan this QR 
code with your smart phone  ----->> 

 

Don’t forget to update your account  
with your current credit card expiration date. 

 

For more information, please contact the parish office. 

 

Intentions 
 

Mass: This Week 
 

Sat. 1 5:30 pm Ron Hanna+ 
Sun 2 9:00 am  
  11:30 am  
Mon 3 11:30 am  
Tues. 4 11:30 am Robert Nixon+ 
Wed. 5 11:30 am  
Thurs. 6 11:30 am  
Fri. 7 11:30 am  
Sat. 8 5:30 pm David Blyth+ 
Sun 9 9:00 am Philip Eacock+ 
  11:30 am For the 50th Wedding Anniversary  
   of Lewis and Jackie Doscher 

 

Envelopes for Sanctuary Candle and Mass Intentions are 
at the church entrances. Please fill one out and put it in 
the collection basket. Please include your telephone  
number in case your requested date is unavailable. 

 

Intention requests cannot be accepted 
more than 3 months in advance. 

 

Liturgical Ministers  
Weekend Masses Jan. 8—9 

Please arrange for a substitute if you are unable  
to fulfill your ministry as scheduled. 

 

 5:30 pm Mass 
Greeter: John & Meg Hoeft 
 Patrick Kelley & Kathy Wiley 
Altar Server: Alexandra Lannie 
Eucharistic Karen Cellars 
Ministers: Patty Edwards 
Lector: Eileen Easler 
Ushers: Richard Bragiel, Jerry English, 
 Steve Molony, Joe Dubois 

 

 9:00 am Mass 
Greeter: Knight Family 
 Becky Warriner 
Altar Server: Anna Tillman 
Eucharistic Daniel Suggs 
Ministers: Tammy Suggs 
Lector: Elena Smith 
Ushers: Richard Braigel, Walter Machowski,  
 Steve Molony, Joe Dubois 

 

 11:30 am Mass 
Greeter: June La Via 
 Susan La Via 
Altar Server: Gavin Gilreath  
Eucharistic Christine Lewis  
Ministers: Phu Tran 
Lector: Pam Everitt 
Ushers: Lewis Doscher, Chuck Everitt 
 Joe Ginn, Sheila Griner 

 

Offerings December 6 — December 19 
 

Collections at Mass (Dec 11—Dec 12) $   8,398.00 
Collections at Mass (Dec 18—Dec 19) $   8,801.00 
Mail in Offerings (Dec 6—Dec 17)  $   5,921.00 
myEoffering (Dec 6—Dec 19)  $   7,322.66 
Budget (2 weeks)   $  27,336.92 
Offerings versus budget   $ + 3,105.74 
Registered Households     662 
Envelopes Used (Nov Dec 11—Dec 12)   151 
Active myEoffering Families    168 
MyEoffering Family Donations (Dec 6—Dec 17)  207 

 

Immaculate Conception Holy Day Offerings: 
$1,499.00 

 

Second Collections for December: 
 

Solidarity Fund—Church in Africa: $618.00 
 

Retirement Fund for Religious: $535.00 
 

Thank you for your Generosity. 
 

If you do not use envelopes and want to contribute to the 
needs of the parish, please place your check in the  

collection baskets in the rear of the church,  
mail your donation to the parish office  

or make a donation via your myEoffering account. 
 

If you are unable to attend Mass, please consider making 
your regular offerings by mail or online (myEoffering). 

 



Nativity School—dedicated to the academic and spiritual growth of our students 
 

Do you dream of a school where each child is accepted, included, and valued? Are you looking for a 
school that stands as the model of academic excellence, moral ideals, and spirituality? Have you 

searched for a values-based education in the Catholic tradition? 
 

Look no further! 
Discover Nativity School, James Island's best kept secret for K4-8 grades. 

 

Nativity School is accepting applications for the 2021-2022 school year. 
 

For more information, please visit us at www.facebook.com/NativitySchoolKnights or call us at 843-795-3975. 
 

School Resumes January 3!. Welcome Back! 

Nativity School Needs a Spanish Teacher 
 

Nativity School is seeking a qualified, energetic individual who has a passion for children 
and can share their expertise of Spanish language and culture with elementary aged  
students. Grades range from K4-8th, with 8th grade taking Spanish 1 for a Carnegie credit. 
Applicants must possess a valid teaching certificate with a concentration in Spanish or a 
Bachelor's or Master's degree in Spanish. Compensation will be based on degree,  
certification and experience. 

 

All interested applicants should send a resume to Patti Dukes at info@nativity-school.com. 
 

The Nativity Capital  
Campaign Has Ended 

 

 Capital Campaign envelopes are no longer included 
in envelope packs. 

 The Capital Campaign Giving Fund is no longer  
available in the “myE-offering” online donation app. 

 

If your pledge continues into 2022, 
 Please include your payment in a regular envelope. 
 Include a note that your payment is for your Parish 

Life Center Pledge. 
 Place the payment in the offering basket at Mass or 

deliver it to the church office. 
 

Thank you for your generosity! 

 

Knights of Columbus 
Council 6250  

Monthly Meeting 
 

Thursday, Jan 6 at 7:00 pm 
  

at American Legion Post 147 (968 Folly Road) 
  

All Knights of Council 6250 are  
encouraged to attend! 

 

Jan. Monthly Meeting:  
Monday, Jan. 24. 

 

In person in the Nativity Parish Office. Refreshments at 
6:30 pm and Meeting at 7:00 pm. 

 

We will be collecting school supplies for the students  
during Catholic School Week and making plans for our 
upcoming events. 

 

Need a ride to the meeting? Please contact Mari-
an Hoffman at 803-397-2681, Christine Lewis at 843-813-
3937 or Kristi Roberts at 843-812-2226. 

Coffee and Donuts 
 

This Sunday (Jan. 2) in the Nativity Parish Life Center after the 9:00 am mass. 
There is no charge but your donations are greatly appreciated. 

 

A Great Time to Mix and Mingle! 



A few of the happy faces at the Santa Breakfast and Mrs. Claus Workshop on Sunday, Dec 19. 
Many Thanks to all who worked so hard to make this a great community event! 



Dr. Anthony C. Ross
Island Chiropractic Centre

Spinal Decompression • Laser Therapy

Chiropractic Sports Physician

3546 Maybank Hwy. • Johns Island

843-559-9111
Serving the Sea Islands Since 1987

Dr. Michele Donovan - Optometric Physician
Gene Gebhard - Licensed Optician

Local Parishioners
North Charleston Mt. Pleasant West Ashley

824-2878 849-0822 763-0554

Excellence in Eyecare / Eye Wear Since 1991

Angel Oak Eye Center

Dr. Paul Bohac & Assoc.

Medical Eyecare
Contacts • Glasses

Most Insurance Accepted

843-559-5333
Charleston Diocese Parishioner

2875 Maybank Hwy. Johns Island, SC 29455
(Across From True Value Hardware)

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

✔Ambulance
✔Police  ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL
NOW!

FREE Shipping
FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as $19.95 a month

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,

Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

800.809.3352
MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

644800 Nativity Church

Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.
For further information,

please call the Parish Office.

www.jspaluch.com                                                     For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-432-3240

J HENRY STUHR INC.
FUNERAL CHAPELS

& CREMATORY
232 Calhoun Street

Charleston
South Carolina

Downtown
843-723-2524

I’ll take care of your to-do list, so you have time for
the things you love. Avoid the high costs of specialists.

(Painting, plumbing, carpentry, errands, lawn care,
pretty much anything to save you time!)

Call RON MCNALLY 843.789.0687
Parishioner Licensed/Insured

Chore Caddie - “Keeping Your Life On Course!”

www.ChoreCaddie.com

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly
• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System

“ASK ABOUT OUR PARISHIONER DISCOUNT”

554-8600

HEATING & AIR 
CONDITIONING, INC.

24 HOUR
EMERGENCY

SERVICE
INDUSTRIAL

COMMERCIAL
RESIDENTIAL

FREE ESTIMATES
SERVICE ALL

MAKES & MODELS
“Serving Charleston Since 1981”

2470 Faber Road
www.morelliair.com

COUNTY LIC. M-96 • STATE LIC. 1032

S M I L E
DDaallee  PPrroobbsstt,,  DD..MM..DD

www.cDale2Smile.com
1708 Central Park Rd.
Charleston, SC 29412

884433--779955--33333322

Why Choose a
Catholic Cemetery?

A Catholic Cemetery is the sacred resting
place for those who are baptized, who

worshiped and lived their Christian faith,
and in death complete their baptismal
commitment by laying at rest with their

companions in faith.

Call 843-795-2111 to learn more.
Holy Cross Cemetery - St.Lawrence Cemetery

Compassionate, faith centered care.
Full body or cremation burial,

monuments and markers.

A.C. Heating &
Air Conditioning Service
1943 Belgrade Av. Suite 1
Charleston, S.C. 29407

843-556-7641
Fax 843-556-2091
Diana Thompson

Sales & Service
WHY IS IT

A man wakes up after sleeping

under an ADVERTISED blanket

on an ADVERTISED mattress

and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas

bathes in an ADVERTISED shower

shaves with an ADVERTISED razor
brushes his teeth

with ADVERTISED toothpaste
washes with ADVERTISED soap

puts on ADVERTISED clothes
drinks a cup 

of ADVERTISED coffee
drives to work

in an ADVERTISED car
and then . . . .

refuses to ADVERTISE
believing it doesn’t pay.
Later if business is poor

he ADVERTISES it for sale.

WHY IS IT?

Your
ad

could
be in
this

space!

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Download Our Free App or Visit

www.MY.ONEPARISH.com
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