This Is a Test

| used to wonder how God could lie to Abraham about
sacrificing his son Isaac. But the story begins by telling us
God put Abraham to the test. Abraham himself seems to
know it's a test. Apparently, I'm the only one fooled by
God.

| don’t know if | would have passed the test. | would have
at least argued with God about it, begging him to spare
my son. Yet in our second reading, St. Paul reminds us
that God did not spare his own son. (Rom 8:32) He passed
his own test. Jesus was sacrificed so that God could
show us how much he loved us. If God loves us so much
that he gives his Son to die for us, why wouldn’'t he
forgive us? Well, He does forgive us. But he is still testing
us.

What does that tell us about life? You may have noticed
that things don’t always go your way. Does that mean
those tragedies are our fault? No, God gives everyone
free will and some people choose to do wrong. God
intervenes sometimes and lives are saved. Other times,
God intervenes by saving us after death with our
resurrection. As long as people doubt God’s love, there
will be tests. That’s why it is so important to proclaim the
Kingdom: so that someday all people will know God’s

love and not need to be tested.
...Tom Schmidt, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co

Catholic Diocese of Charleston

Church of the Nativity

1061 Folly Road
Charleston, South Carolina 29412

Mission Statement
We strive to be a faith-centered, Catholic community. By
virtue of Baptism, we are called forth to minister to one
another the Gospel message of Jesus Christ through
education, evangelization, social justice and ecumenism.
We reach out in love, respect and support for all as we
seek to do the will of God.

Weekly Mass Schedule

Communion Service
Monday through Friday. 11:30 am
Thursday 9:30 am School Service
Due to Covid precautions, 9:30 Service is for
Nativity school students and staff only.
Saturday Vigil 5:30 pm
Sunday 9:00 am and 11:30 am

Church is open Daily for
Private Prayer and Devotion.
Weekdays and Saturday: 9:00 am to 4:00 pm

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday 4:15 to 5:00 pm and by appointment

Face Mask and Social Distancing guidelines
must be observed at all times.

Parish Office Hours
Monday - Friday: 8:00 am to 3:00 pm
Phone: 843-795-3821 / Fax: 843-795-2714
e-mail: Office@NativityCharleston.org

Stay in touch with us at Nativity

Web page: https://nativitycharleston.com/
You Tube: https://www.youtube.com/ChurchoftheNativity
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/NativityCharleston
and https://lwww.facebook.com/groups/NativityFamily
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/NativityCharleston/

“Friend” Father Kingsley on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/thomas.kingsley.12576

Swill walh before the Lord, in the land of the living.

... Today’s Psalm PS 116



THINGS TO KNOW

Nursery: Is offered to children age 6 weeks to 4 yrs. old during
the Sunday 9:00 am Mass. It is located on the right side of the
school's breezeway entrance. Currently unavailable
pending the end of the COVID epidemic.

Children’s Liturgy of the Word: Is offered to children age
4 years through 5" grade during the 9:00 am Mass on Sundays.
Currently unavailable pending the end of the COVID
epidemic.

Religious Education Programs Online: Nativity School
serves students in grades K4 through 8". The Parish School of
Religion (PSR) is offered for other parish children, grades K4
through 8" enrolled in non-parochial schools. PSR virtual
classes are currently available. Please register by contacting
Mary Smith at 843-795-3821 x 104.

Creating Safe Environments: All volunteers who minister in
programs involving children at Nativity Parish or School are
required to complete the Safe-Haven Online Abuse Prevention
Training program. To complete this program, please visit
http://charleston.CMGconnect.org. For more information please
contact Vicki Vazquez at 843-795-3821 x 104.

Baptism: To schedule a Baptism preparation class, a parent
should be an active parishioner. For more information please
contact Mary Smith at 843-795-3821 x 104.

Sacraments of First Reconciliation, First Eucharist
and Confirmation: A two year preparation period is required
for these sacraments. Children planning to receive First
Reconciliation and First Eucharist in the 2™ grade, must also
have participated in a 1% grade PSR or Catholic school
program. Children Elanning to receive the sacrament of
Confirmation in the 8" grade must also have participated in a 7"
grade PSR or Catholic school program. For more information
please contact Mary Smith at 843-795-3821 x 104

Alpha Online: is a series of sessions that explore the
Christian faith. These sessions provide an opportunity to explore
life's big questions, to say what you think and to hear other
people's points of view. Each session considers a different
question of our faith via a video presentation and interactive
discussion designed to create conversation. All are welcome
and encouraged to participate. For more information and/or to
sign up, please visit www.nativitycharleston.org/alpha.

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) Online: is
an opportunity to come together in a small group online to learn
more about our faith with sessions focused on the teachings and
experience of Church and prepare adults to celebrate the
Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist during the
Easter season. To inquire, please contact Vicki Vazquez at 843-
795-3821.

FORMED.org: is a digital platform that gives our parish
access to video-based study programs, feature films, audio
presentations, and eBooks from the Church’s foremost
presenters. You just need an e-mail to sign in. No password.

Sacrament of Marriage: Couples need to contact the priest
at least six months prior to the proposed wedding date. Please
contact the parish office at 843-795-3821.

Care of the Sick and Homebound: We care about you. To
arrange for a pastoral visit, please contact the parish office at
843-795-3821.

Sacrament of the Sick: Anointing of the Sick is the
sacrament that is received by those who are suffering from a
potentially life-threatening illness, those planning to have
serious surgery and those in advanced years. Please do not
wait until the ‘last minute’ to request the Anointing of the Sick.
For more information or to request this sacrament. contact the
parish office at 843-795-3821.

STAFF

Pastor: Rev. Thomas Kingsley
Pastor@NativityCharleston.org, 843-795-3821 x 105

Director of Administration: Mrs. Vicki Vazquez
Admin@NativityCharleston.org, 843-795-3821 x 101

Financial Secretary: Mrs. Carolyn Miller
Finance@NativityCharleston.org, 843-795-3821 x 102

Music Director: Mrs. Courtney Reed
Music@NativityCharleston.org, 843-795-3821 x 103

Religious Education: Mrs. Mary L. Smith
DRE@NativityCharleston.org, 843-795-3821 x 104

School Principal: Mrs. Patti Dukes
pdukes@nativity-school.com, 843-795-3975

Diocesan Office of Child Protection Services:
843-853-2130 x 209

Diocesan Victim Assistance Minister:
800-921-8122

Note from the Finance Council

You can provide for the needs of future generations of
Catholics by remembering Nativity in your will. You may
also choose to make a gift through a charitable trust or an
annuity. For more information about joining the newly
established Catholic Heritage Society or to learn more
about legacy gifts, please contact Carrie Mummert at
(843) 261-0435 or email cmummert@catholic-doc.org.
All inquiries are handled in confidence.

An Active Parishioner

e s registered with the parish for at least 3 months,

e attends liturgies weekly

¢ makes regular and identifiable contributions by
using parish envelopes or myEoffering.

These criteria are used to verify parishioner status for
Weddings, Sacramental Preparation, Parish School of
Religion enroliment, Sponsor Certificates for Baptism and
Confirmation, and to receive parishioner tuition rates at
Catholic schools. An extended time with no activity will
place a person or family on inactive status.

Please be an active parishioner

New to Our Community?

To register in our parish, please fill out a
registration form on our web site:
www.nativitycharleston.org.
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For more information, please call the
parish office at 843-795-3821.

Please consider joining our parish family!

A New Ildea

Everybody thinks of changing humanity;
nobody thinks of changing themselves.

... Leo Tolstoy



To advertise in our bulletin, please contact Pat Falco at falcop@jspaluch.com or at 910-200-8383.
Please support our Advertisers whose funding makes this bulletin possible.

Liturgical Ministers for Mar. 6-7
Please arrange for a substitute if you are unable to fulfill
your ministry as scheduled

5:30 pm Mass
Altar Servers: Nathanael Borick

Eucharistic Eileen Easler

Ministers: Patty Edwards

Lector: Carl Borick

Ushers: Emmett Alphonse, Brendan Reed,

Patrick Kelley, Leroy Holseberg,
Randall Lannie

9:00 am Mass

Altar Server: Matthew Hart

Eucharistic Judy Daugomah
Ministers: Suzanne Decker
Lector: Michael Bolchoz
Ushers: Jim Anderson, Richard Bragiel,

Walter Machowski, Joe Dubois

11:30 am Mass

Altar Server: Gavin Gilreath

Eucharistic Ed Deforneaux
Ministers: Jackie Doscher

Lector: Louis Khong

Ushers: Lewis Doscher, Joe Ginn,

Sheila Griner, Gilbert O’Brien
Offerings Feb 15 — Feb 21

Collections at Mass (Feb 20—Feb 21) $ 4,628.00
Mail in Offerings (Feb 15—Feb 21) $ 5,111.00
myEoffering (Feb 15—Feb 21) $ 2,150.94
Budget (1 week) $ 13,653.85
Difference versus budget $ - 1,763.91
Registered Households 645
Envelopes Used (Feb 20—Feb 21) 96
Active myEoffering Families 173

MyEoffering Family Donations (Feb 15—Feb 21) 89
Ashe Wednesday Offerings: $2,107.00

Offerings for Black and Indian
Home Missions: $561.00

2nd Collections in March:
March 14 — Catholic Relief Services

Thank you for your Generosity.

If you are unable to attend Mass,
please consider making your regular offerings
by mail or online (myEoffering).

Please use your envelopes.
If you need envelopes, call the parish office.
at 843 795-3821

(=1 ) =]

Now available online at

nativitycharleston.org .
For immediate access, just scan this QR
code with your smart phone ~ ----- >>

Don’t forget to update your account
with your current credit card expiration date.

For more information, please contact the parish office.

Let Us Pray

For members of our community who have
requested our prayers

Recently Added: Father Kingsley

From previous months: Allene Barans, Rob Barker,
Clydie Bevis, Beverly Blevins, Britt Lamarr Boswell, Joe
Caraviello, Anne Castell, Herman Connor, Sharon
Doniphan Jake DuPree, Jo Ann Frederick, Ellen Pate
Futrell, Helen Gaskin, Malcolm Hale, Angela Harbuta,
Terry Harris, James Michael Huber, Ronnie & Myrtis
Jenkins, Fred Kornahrens, Teresa LaTorre, Delores
Lopez, Paul Madden, Paul & Carole Moran, Suzette
Nowak, Mona O’Leary, Charlie Organ, Irene Parmenter,
Ed and Terry Pop, Betty Ann Quinn, Kay Reynolds,
James Romero, Rosemary Saari, Kyle Souza, Fran
Taylor, Inge Thornley, Courtney Wilson, Sally Wojcik

For members of our community who have
requested our prayers

For our service men and women and their
families throughout the world.

Intentions

Mass: This Week
Note: Weekday Masses have been temporarily
replaced with Communion Services

Sat 27 5:30 pm Gilbert & Marion Molony O’Brien+
Sun 28 9:00am John Wilson+
11:30 am Betty Dronen+
Mon 1 11:30 am Scott Mallard+
Tues 2 11:30 am
Wed 3 11:30 am
Thurs 4 11:30 am Sally LaTorre+
Fri 5 11:30 am
Sat 6 5:30 pm Carmen Tovar Diaz+
Sun 7 9:00 am John Wilson+

11:30 am Joan Croghan+

Envelopes for Sanctuary Candle and Mass Intentions are
at the church entrances. Please fill one out and put it in
the collection basket. Please include your telephone
number in case your requested date is unavailable.

Intention requests cannot be accepted
more than 3 months in advance.



Nativity School—dedicated to the academic and spiritual growth of our students

Do Kou dream of a school where each child is accepted, included, and valued? Are you looking for a
school that stands as the model of academic excellence, moral ideals, and spirituality? Have you
searched for a values-based education in the Catholic tradition?

Look no further!
Discover Nativity School, James Island's best kept secret for K4-8 grades.

Nativity School is accepting applications for the 2021-2022 school year.
For more information, please visit us at www.facebook.com/NativitySchoolKnights or call us at 843-795-3975.

Don't miss this great Catholic Education opportunity for your children.

Family Honor was created in 1988 in South Carolina by parents who envisioned
something better for their children in the area of sex education other than the negative and
harmful approach the current culture was offering.

Our family-centered webinars equip parents with valuable information on how to
communicate God’s plan for sexuality with your children. Best of all, you can join us from the
comfort of your home, no matter where you live! Some Spring sessions for parents only,
others are for parents and pre-teen children. We hope you'll take advantage of this terrific opportunity!
Family Honor Webinars Available Online This Spring!
To register, please visit https://familyhonor.org/programs/find-a-family-honor-program-near-you/

For more information please contact us at info@familyhonor.org or at 803.929.0858

is a focused, pro-life campaign with a vision to end
abortion in America through prayer, fasting, and
peaceful vigil.

Charleston Local Events:

e Daily Prayer Vigils: Feb 17 through March 28—8:00 am to 8:00 pm 7 days a week.
*  For more information, please contact Paula at firstsamuel16@gmail.com
or at (843) 580-6587
o Nativity Prayer Vigils: Thurs. March 18 and Fri. March 19—8:00 am to 8:00 pm
* For more information, please contact Christine Lewis at lewisc@musc.edu or
Malcolm Brennan at mbprolife@gmail.com or (843) 906-5511
e Monthly Rosary for Life: Sat. March 20—20, 8:00 am to 9:00 am
e Mid-way Rally: Sat. March 20—9:00 am to 10:00 am
* Coffee and donuts will be served.

Unless otherwise noted, All events at Planned Parenthood Charleston Health
Center (1312 Ashley River Road Hwy. 61). Face masks and social
distancing are required.

For more information about 40 Days for Life please visit https://www.40daysforlife.com/charleston

Blessing of the Current RCIA Class (Catechumens, Candidates and sponsors) at Nativity on the First Sunday of Lent.
Please pray for our Catechumens and Candidates as they continue their journey to full membership in Catholicism.



LENT: THE TIME FOR
PRAYER, FASTING AND ALMSGIVING

This Lent, we invite you to journey with Dr. Tim Gray by
signing up for Daily Lenten Reflections. Each day you will
receive in your inbox a short video which features Dr. Gray
commenting on the daily Mass readings, explaining the
Scriptures, and providing you with concrete ideas on how to
apply them to your Christian life. Available for free on
FORMED.

Sign-Up for
Free Daily Lenten Reflections
Here is the link

https://formed.org/lent

Lenten Penitential Requirements:

Fasting allows a person to eat
one full meal. Two smaller meals
may also be taken, not to equal
one full meal. Fasting is
obligatory for all who have
completed their 18th year and
have not yet reached their 60th
year.

Abstinence (from meat) is
observed on all the Fridays of Lent in addition to Ash
Wednesday and Good Friday. It is obligatory for all who
have reached their 14th year.

The Exceptions:

Those that are excused from fast and abstinence include
the physically or mentally ill, individuals suffering from
chronic illness such as diabetes. Also excluded are
pregnant or nursing women. In all cases, common sense
should prevail, and ill persons should not further
jeopardize their health by fasting.

Information from the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops

Please make a Reservation
for attendance at Weekend Mass.

Just visit the web page at

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040a4caaad29a2f58-
confirm

(If you are reading this on a computer or smart phone
just click the link)

The issue is the safety or our community. It has been
determined that social distancing guidelines can be
achieved if there are up to 150 people in our church.

We encourage all to attend Mass often.

Options are:
e Attend Mass on a week day.

e 5:30 Saturday and particularly 11:30 Sunday are
less crowded than 9:00.

Ash Wednesday and Good Friday
are obligatory days of
fast and abstinence.

All Fridays in Lent
are days of abstinence.

Friday Evening Stations

5:30 pm Feb 19
through March 26th.

These are traditional stations led by
Nativity Ministries.

Friday, March 5 - Respect Life

Friday, March 12 - Choir

Friday, March 19 - RCIA

Friday, March 26 - Knights of Columbus

Please join us for the stations.
All are invited!

FREE

FRIDAY FISH FRY
March 26 at 6:15 pm

Carry Out Only (Drive By)
No Charge

(but your generous donation will be greatly appreciated.)

No Reservations, No Tickets,
First Come, First Served.
When it’s gone, It’s gone!




There has been concern that the addition of the PLC to our campus will reduce on-site
parking. Efforts are underway to recover the ‘lost’ parking spaces by adding parking spaces

near the back gate. We recently received approval to add 22 parking spaces. The work on the
parking expansion has already begun.
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N ativity Pawu,sl'v Lufa Center

The Roof Trusses ave Finished
and the PLC is Getting Closed In.



J HENRY STUHR INC.

FUNERAL CHAPELS SMILE
& CREMATORY Dalﬁ PrObSt, D.M.D AC Heatino &
232 Calhoun Street | www.cDaleasmile.com | T ENE S
So(‘:jlzﬁrtlizitoollilna 1708 Central Park Rd. Air CONCII{IONINg Service
Downtown Charleston, SC 29412 | q 45 Belgrade Av. Suite 1
843-723-2524 | 38795332 | Chaleston SC aaqgy

Dr. Anthony C. Ross Consider
Island Chiropractic Centre Remembeflng
Spinal Decompression e Laser Therapy Your Par |Sh in
Chiropractic Sports Physician Your Will.

3546 Maybank Hwy.  Johns Island
843-559-9111
Serving the Sea Islands Since 1987|

For further information,
please call the Parish Office.

Chore Caddie - “Keeping Your Life On Course!”

84375567 TbA1
I'l take care of your to-do list, so you have time for
the things you love. Avoid the high costs of specialists. Fax 843755672091
(Painting, plumbing, carpentry, errands, lawn care, Di Th
pretty much anything to save you time!) IaNg 1 NOMPSON

Call Ron McNALLY 843.789.0687
Parishioner wnanw.ChoreCaddie.com Licensed/Insured

Sales & Service

Dr. Michele Donovan - optometric Physician

Gene Gebhard- Licensed Optician
Local Parishioners

Mt. Pleasant
849-0822

North Charleston
824-2878

West Ashley
763-0554

Why Choose a
Catholic Cemetery?
A Catholic Cemetery is the sacred resting
place for those who are baptized, who
worshiped and lived their Christian faith,
and in death complete their baptismal
commitment by laying at rest with their

companions in faith.

Compassionate, faith centered care.

Full body or cremation burial,
monuments and markers.

Call 843-795-2111 to learn more.
Holy Cross Cemetery - St Lawrence Cemetery

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and
connect with your

Angel Oak Eye Center
Dr. Paul Bohac & Assoc.

Medical Eyecare
Contacts » Glasses

Most Insurance Accepted

Catholic Community
with OneParish!

Download Our Free App or Visit
www.MY.ONEPARISH.com

WHY IS IT
A man wakes up after sleeping

under an ADVERTISED blanket
on an ADVERTISED mattress

and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas
bathes in an ADVERTISED shower

24 HOUR
EMERGENCY
SERVICE

INDUSTRIAL

FRED

HOLLAND
REALTY

Center Street « Folly Beach

Sales ¢ Management e Appraisals

LaJuan Kennedy

50 Center Street » P.0. Box 270, Folly Beach, SC 29439
Office: 843.588.2325  Cell: 843.670.3521 « Home: 843.588.9225
Fax: 843.588.2562 « info@fredhollandrealty.com
www.fredhollandrealty.com

“ASK ABOUT OUR PARISHIONER DISCOUNT”

644800 Nativity Church

%%I;":[\;IE:\T]('::R:: shaves with an ADVERTISED razor
brushes his teeth
HEATING & AIR with ADVERTISED toothpaste
CONDITIONING, INC. | FREE ESTIMATES | washes with ADVERTISED soap
puts on ADVERTISED clothes
554-8600 MASPEERSVLLCII\E/ISEI;IIELS dinks a cup
f ADVERTISED coff
“Serving Charleston Since 1981” T s towork
in an ADVERTISED car
2470 Faber Road and then ...
refuses to ADVERTISE

www.morelliair.com
COUNTY LIC. M-96 « STATE LIC. 1032

believing it doesn’t pay.
Later if business is poor
he ADVERTISES it for sale.
WHY IS IT?

www.jspaluch.com For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-432-3240
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