Two Steps Forward

Why did Jesus walk on water to the disciples in the boat?
Did he want to scare them? No, his first words to them
were “Do not be afraid.” While they were being tossed by
wind and waves, he showed them that he was not
affected by the storm. If they had had faith, they might
have realized that if Jesus was safe, they would be, too.
We too must make that leap of faith, especially when we
are afraid.

Peter seemed to be willing to take the leap as he stepped
into the water. But when his attention was distracted by
the strong winds, he began to falter. This is where we can
apply the story to ourselves.

Our growth in faith is not a steady progression. For every
two steps forward, we may take one step back. For
example, we receive God’s forgiveness in the sacrament
of reconciliation and rejoice in God’s loving mercy, but
later we fall back into sin. We ask God'’s help in prayer
and when our prayer is answered, our faith in God grows.
Then we become ill or wreck the car, and think that God
has abandoned us. But isn't that a natural reaction?

It is natural to doubt God in times of trouble, but we are
choosing to live in the supernatural when we become
followers of Christ. Like Peter, we need to keep our
attention on the Lord. As long as Peter looked to Jesus,
he could walk on water. Only when he focused on the
wind did he loose his nerve and begin to sink.

In a similar way, we can lose our focus on the Lord. We
see someone we love who is gravely sick. We make a

serious mistake that gets us in trouble.
Continued next column —>>

Catholic Diocese of Charleston

Church of the Nativity

1061 Folly Road
Charleston, South Carolina 29412

Nineteenth Sunday
in Ordinary Time
August 9, 2020

Mission Statement
We strive to be a faith-centered, Catholic community. By
virtue of Baptism, we are called forth to minister to one
another the Gospel message of Jesus Christ through
education, evangelization, social justice and ecumenism.
We reach out in love, respect and support for all as we
seek to do the will of God.

Weekly Mass Schedule

Mon. through Fri. 11:30 am
Saturday Vigil 5:30 pm
Sunday 9:00 am and 11:30 am

Make reservations for Weekend Mass attendance.

Church is open Daily for
Private Prayer and Devotion.
Weekdays and Saturday: 12:00 noon to 5:00 pm

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday 4:15 to 5:00 pm and by appointment

Face Mask and Social Distancing guidelines
must be observed at all times.

Parish Office Hours

The parish office remains open but
many of the staff are working remotely.
Please call before you visit to make sure
someone is available to assist you.

We lose our job and have no leads to a new one. We are
frightened by news of terrorist activity. These seem more
real than faith in an invisible God. That is when we must
remember that true faith allows us to believe when it
doesn’t seem to make sense. Faith tells us that though
apparently invisible, God is more real than anything we
can see. Remember Jesus on the cross saying, “My God,
my God, why have you forsaken me?” The Father never

abandoned his Son and God will never abandon us.
...Tom Schmidt, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co



THINGS TO KNOW

Nursery: Is offered to children age 6 weeks to 4 yrs. old
during the Sunday 9:00 am Mass. It is located on the right side
of the school's breezeway entrance. Currently unavailable
pending the end of the COVID epidemic.

Children’s Liturgy of the Word: Is offered to children
age 4 years through 5™ grade during the 9:00 am Mass on
Sundays. Currently unavailable pending the end of the
COVID epidemic.

Religious Education Programs: Nativity School serves
students in grades K4 through 8. The Parish School of Religion
(PSR) is offered for other parish children, grades K4 through 8.
PSR classes are held in the School Building from 10:00 to 11:15
am on Sunday mornings during the school year. To register,
please contact Mary Smith at 843-795-3821 x 104.

Creating Safe Environments: All volunteers who
minister in programs involving children at Nativity Parish or
School are required to complete the Safe-Haven Online Abuse
Prevention Training program. To complete this program, please
visit http://charleston.CMGconnect.org. For more information
please contact Vicki Vazquez at 843-795-3821 x 104.

Baptism: To schedule a Baptism preparation class, a parent
should be an active parishioner. For more information please
contact Mary Smith at 843-795-3821 x 104.

Sacraments of First Reconciliation, First

Eucharist and Confirmation: A two year preparation
period is required for these sacraments. Children planning to
receive First Reconciliation and First Eucharist in the 2" grade,
must also have participated in a 1% grade PSR or Catholic
school program. Children planning to receive the sacrament of
Confirmation in the 8™ grade must also have participated in a 7"
grade PSR or Catholic school program. For more information
please contact Mary Smith at 843-795-3821 x 104

Alpha: is a series of sessions that explore the Christian faith.
These sessions provide an opportunity to explore life's big
questions, to say what you think and to hear other people's
points of view. Each session considers a different question of
our faith via a video presentation and interactive discussion
designed to create conversation. All are welcome and
encouraged to participate. For more information and/or to sign
up, please visit www.nativitycharleston.org/alpha.

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA): ): isa
program to prepare adults for entry into the Catholic Church. For
information or to register please contact Vicki Vazquez at 843-
795-3821.

FORMED.org: is a digital platform that gives our parish
access to video-based study programs, feature films, audio
presentations, and eBooks from the Church’'s foremost
presenters. You just need an e-mail to sign in. No password.

Sacrament of Marriage: Couples need to contact the
priest at least six months prior to the proposed wedding date.
Please contact the parish office at 843-795-3821.

Care of the Sick and Homebound: We care about

you. To arrange for a pastoral visit, please contact the parish
office at 843-795-3821.

Sacrament of the Sick: Anointing of the Sick is the
sacrament that is received by those who are suffering from a
potentially life-threatening illness, those planning to have
serious surgery and those in advanced years. Please do not
wait until the ‘last minute’ to request the Anointing of the Sick.
For more information or to request this sacrament. contact the
parish office at 843-795-3821.

STAFF

Pastor: Rev. Thomas Kingsley
Pastor@NativityCharleston.org, 843-795-3821 x 105

Director of Administration: Mrs. Vicki Vazquez
Admin@NativityCharleston.org, 843-795-3821 x 101

Financial Secretary: Mrs. Carolyn Miller
Finance@NativityCharleston.org, 843-795-3821 x 102

Music Director: Mrs. Courtney Reed
Music@NativityCharleston.org, 843-795-3821 x 103

Religious Education: Mrs. Mary L. Smith
DRE@NativityCharleston.org, 843-795-3821 x 104

School Principal: Mrs. Patti Dukes
pdukes@nativity-school.com, 843-795-3975

Diocesan Office of Child Protection Services:
843-853-2130 x 209

Diocesan Victim Assistance Minister:
800-921-8122

Note from the Finance Council

You can provide for the needs of future generations of
Catholics by remembering Nativity in your will. You may
also choose to make a gift through a charitable trust or an
annuity. For more information about joining the newly
established Catholic Heritage Society or to learn more
about legacy gifts, please contact Carrie Mummert at
(843) 261-0435 or email cmummert@catholic-doc.org.
All inquiries are handled in confidence.

An Active Parishioner

e s registered with the parish for at least 3 months,

e attends liturgies weekly

¢ makes regular and identifiable contributions by
using parish envelopes or myEoffering.

These criteria are used to verify parishioner status for
Weddings, Sacramental Preparation, Parish School of
Religion enroliment, Sponsor Certificates for Baptism and
Confirmation, and to receive parishioner tuition rates at
Catholic schools. An extended time with no activity will
place a person or family on inactive status.

Please be an active parishioner

New to Our Community?

To register in our parish, please fill out a
registration form on our web site:
www.nativitycharleston.org.

Forms are available at the church [l lm
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For more information, please call the
parish office at 843-795-3821.

Please consider joining our parish family!

Whatever...

The most deadly poison of our times is indifference.
And this happens,
although the praise of God should know no limits.

...St. Maximillian Kolbe whose feast is Friday, August 14



To advertise in our bulletin, please contact Pat Falco at falcop@)jspaluch.com or at 910-200-8383.
Please support our Advertisers whose funding makes this bulletin possible.

Offerings July 27 — Aug 2

Collections at Mass (Aug 1—Aug 2) $ 6,490.00
Mail in Offerings (Jul 27—Jul 31) $ 3,956.00
myEoffering (Jul 27—Jul 31) $ 2,689.99
Budget (1 weeks) $ 13,653.85
Difference $ - 517.86
Registered Households 668
Envelopes Used (Jul 25—Jul 26)

Active myEoffering Families 154

MyEoffering Family Donations (Jul 20—Jul 24)

If you are unable to attend Mass,
Please consider making your regular offerings by
mail or online (myEoffering).

Thank you for your Generosity.

Please use your envelopes.
If you need envelopes, call the parish office.
at 843 795-3821

Liturgical Ministers for August 15-16
Please arrange for a substitute if you are unable to fulfill
your ministry as scheduled

5:30 pm Mass

Altar Servers: Phillip Smith

Eucharistic Patty Edwards

Ministers: Mary Smith

Lector: Eileen Easler

Ushers: Emmett Alphonse, Brendan Reed,
Patrick Kelley, Leroy Holseberg,
Randall Lannie
9:00 am Mass

Altar Server:  Jacob Perry

Eucharistic Wendy Craven

Ministers: Suzanne Decker

Lector: Andrew Preston

Ushers: Jim Anderson, Richard Bragiel,

Larry Fisk, Walter Machowski
11:30 am Mass

Altar Server:  Louis Khong
Eucharistic Donica Dennis
Ministers: Phu Tran
Lector: Cava Riley
Ushers: Lewis Doscher, Joe Ginn,
Sheila Griner, Gilbert O'Brien
Baptism

Annabelle Rose Nix,

daughter of Meghan and Scott Nix,
was welcomed into our faith
community on Saturday, August 1st.
Congratulations to this
new member of our church.

Now available online at :
www.nativitycharleston.org -
For immediate access, just scan this QR

code with your smart phone ~ --—--- >>

Don’t forget to update your account
with your current credit card expiration date.

For more information, please contact the parish office.

Let Us Pray

For members of our community who have
requested our prayers

Recently Added: Rob Barker, Mona O’Leary,
Robert Nixon, John Wilson

From previous months: Allene Barans, Rob Barker,
Clydie Bevis, Beverly Blevins, Britt Lamarr Boswell, Joe
Caraviello, Herman Connor, Jake DuPree, Jo Ann
Frederick, Ellen Pate Futrell, Malcolm Hale, Linda
Hames, Angela Harbuta, Terry Harris, James Michael
Huber, Ronnie & Myrtis Jenkins, Brenda Kennerty, Fred
Kornahrens, Teresa LaTorre, Tommy Lavelle, Delores
Lopez, Paul Madden, Paul & Carole Moran, Chet Nowalk,
Suzette Nowak, Charlie Organ, Irene Parmenter, Brenda
Pearson, Ed and Terry Pop, Betty Ann Quinn, James
Romero, Rosemary Saari, Kyle Souza, Fran Taylor, Inge
Thornley, Rachel Villeponteaux, Courtney Wilson, Sally
Wojcik

For our service men and women and their

families throughout the world.

For members of our community who have
requested our prayers

Intentions
Sanctuary Candle:
Aug 1 — Aug 14
Mass: This Week

Sat 8 5:30 pm Bill Reed+

Sun 9 9:00am Leonard Mann+
11:30 am Carmen Tovar Diaz+

Mon 10 11:30 am Albert Lotrario+

Tues 11 11:30 am Patrick Parnell+

Wed 12 11:30 am

Thurs 13 11:30 am

Fri 14 11:30 am

Sat 15  5:30 pm Gilbert & Marion Molony O’Brien+

Sun 16 9:00 am Stephen Buffington+
11:30 am Evelyn Thomas+

Envelopes for Sanctuary Candle and Mass Intentions are
at the church entrances. Please fill one out and put it in
the collection basket. Please include your telephone
number in case your requested date is unavailable.

Bill Reed+

Intention requests cannot be accepted
more than 3 months in advance.



Nativity School—dedicated to the academic
and spiritual growth of our students

Discover Nativity School, James Island's best kept secret for K4-8 grades.

Nativity School is accepting applications for the 2020-2021 school year.

For more information, please visit us at www.facebook.com/NativitySchoolKnights
or call us at 843-795-3975.

Nativity School will start August 24 with all the safety precautions in place.
Enroll your child today.

On Monday, July 20, SC Governor, Henry McMaster, announced ‘SAFE’ Grants for
eligible students who attend participating independent SC schools.
On Wednesday, July 22, an Orangeburg County Circuit Court judge signed a temporary
restraining order to prevent the distribution of grants for private school tuition.
Sign up to receive notifications and get status updates regarding this program at
www.mysceducation.org

Safe Access to Flexible Education (SAFE) Grants is a program to address the educational needs of eligible K5-12
students who attend participating independent schools in South Carolina. Families with an adjusted gross household

income of 300% or less of the federal poverty level may apply to receive a SAFE Grant of up to $6,500 per student.
This program is permitted up to 5,000 students statewide for a total of $32 million in aid.

For more information. please contact Michael F. Acquilano, Director of the SC Catholic Conference at
macquilano@charlestondiocese.org or at 843-709-2717.
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RCIA Teams Up with Symbolon
The RCIA process (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults)

ARE YOU SOMEONE OR DO YOU KNOW SOMEONE WHO...
. Has expressed an interest in becoming Catholic?

. Was baptized Catholic as a child, but has not celebrated the
Sacraments of Confirmation and Eucharist?

The Church of the Nativity offers an opportunity to come together in an
online small group to learn more about our faith. We will use the Formed.org
Symbolon Series: Knowing the Faith and Living the Faith. Sessions focus on
the teachings and experience of Church. The intent is to prepare individuals to
celebrate the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist during the
Easter Season. All are welcome to participate in the process. Bring your
questions, your insights, and your faith story and join us in a warm,
welcoming, and accepting setting.

The RCIA classes are held online from 7:00—8:30 pm on Sunday evenings beginning September 13.

This year’s program kicks off on Sunday, August 30th at 5:30 pm
with a ‘Meet and Greet’ Outdoor Cookout!

Masks and social distancing practices are required.

For more information, please contact Vicki Vazquez at admin@nativitycharleston.org or at 843-795-3821.

RCIA—A Testimonial

Prior to RCIA | was already attending Nativity Catholic
Church with my husband and daughter. After her first
communion last year, | decided that | wanted to go
through RCIA to learn more about the faith in which |
vowed to raise her.

Learning the teachings of Catholicism, learning to
accept that there are mysteries to faith has deepened
my relationship with the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit and raised my gratitude for all the good things the
Lord has brought into my life. | feel closer to my family
and reconciliation and communion are bringing a
greater sense of peace to my life.

~ Ali Felix, May 30, 2020 Confirmand

Our Sympathy LOVED THE WEDDING.
We extend our deepest sympathy INVITE ME TO THE MARRIAGE.
tothe family and friendsof LOVE, GOD
Inez Germroth, Place your marriage in His hands by attending
whose funeral was held at Nativity the next Worldwide Marriage Encounter

Experience. Our next Marriage Encounter
. weekend in this area is Jan 29—Jan 31, 2021 in
May she rest in peace. North Myrtle Beach, SC

For more information visit https://SCMarriageMatters.org
or contact us at
applications@scmarriagematters.org or 803-810-9602.

on Wednesday, August 5th.



Feast of Mary’s Assumption Saturday, August 15

The church has always held to the belief that Mary was assumed, body and soul, into a
heavenly state, even though the belief was not declared as dogmatic until 1950. The
early church had a robust tradition of revering relics from the saints of the day. The
complete lack of relics from the Mother of Jesus was seen as evidence of this Marian
belief. The celebration of the event as a feast dates back to the fourth century in the
East and the seventh century in the West.

Since Mary was untouched by the stain of sin, she was unable to experience the

"wages of sin," which is death. But her Assumption also says something about

humanity as well. Sin only has power over us if we allow it. Mary was freed from this

power in her Immaculate Conception, and when she responded "yes" to God. We were

freed from that power when Jesus died and rose, conquering death. Now, we must
respond "yes" to claim the victory that was already won for us. On this feast, we should not only celebrate the great
works God has done for us through Our Lady, but also celebrate the truth that we have the opportunity to one day spend
eternity with her and her Son, Jesus.

This Year The Assumption of Mary is NOT a Holy Day of Obligation.

Parish School of Religion (PSR) Registration

for parish children who will attend non-
parochial schools for the 2020-2021
school year is underway. Registration
forms are available at the church
entrances. PSR Registration
information is also available at

www.NativityCharleston.org/Formation

Please register Now
so that we can order the needed materials and plan
appropriately for COVID conditions that may impact
our Religious Education Program.

Catechists Needed for School of Religion

for the upcoming school year. If you love your faith and
are willing to share that blessing with the children of our
parish, please contact Mary Smith at 843-795-3821 x 104
or at DRE@nativitycharleston.org.

All volunteers who minister in programs involving children at Nativity

Parish or School are required to complete the Safe-Haven Online Abuse
Prevention Training program.

Thank you for helping us teach
your children about their God.

US Census Job Opportunities

The Diocese has been promoting that people take the
census so why not share an job opportunity to work for
the census....

For more information about available positions, please
visit: 2020census.gov/jobs

“The U.S. Census determines money our state receives
for roads, education, and vital services! We are ranked at
46th for responses, and will lose billions of dollars in
assistance over the next 10 years if we can’t get this
fixed! Have you completed your 2020 census yet? Watch
here: https://youtu.be/-3JPO3eP_lo then check out our
coverage, with a message from Bishop Guglielmone here:
charlestondiocese.org/2020-census.”



N ativity Powusl'v va?/ Center

The Parish Life Center is a space to have parishioners meet for
education, recreation, spiritual growth and parish fellowship.

Good/ Ne/wy.’

After over 10 months of meeting with City of Charleston officials, and jumping through their
hoops for storm water approval, we finally have our Building Permit. Now we can start

building our Parish Life Center.

Our contractor

is Charles Blanchard Construction

Corporation. They are currently putting together their construction schedule for our Life
Center. We will keep you informed of our progress.

Nativity Parish Building Committee,
Claire Bergstrom, Larry Fisk, Mary Smith

What needs will the Parish Life
Center fill?

eThe need to build community in a gathering
place that encourages people to meet, plan,
and feel at home in their own space.

oCurrent facilities only available to parish activi-
ties when not being used by the school, after
-school program, or athletic practices.

eSchool classroom meeting spaces not condu-
cive to adults, i.e. student sized desks.

eThe school library does not hold more than 20
adults comfortably.

eThe need for available meeting space during
the time school is in session.

eNo technology readily available in the school
hall; AV equipment must be brought in.

eUse of the Parish office conflicts with regular
office staff functions.

oCurrent parish office not handicap accessible.

How will we use Parish Life Center?

oA more appropriate space for small and medium size gatherings.

oA space that could be constructed with updated technology options.

oA gathering place for the family of the deceased prior to a funeral.

eAn appropriate place for the Children’s Liturgy Program during
Mass.

eGatherings for parish young adults, high school and youth activities.

¢A meeting place for senior activities during the day.

A bride’s room for preparations before a wedding.

eAdult Faith Formation activities.

eA space that could house a small lending/resource library for faith
formation for all parishioners.

ePancake breakfasts and coffee and doughnuts after Mass.

eStorage which is badly needed.

oA meeting space for parish groups and Bible studies.

*RCIA Activities.

eCatechist training.




Dr. Anthony C. Ross Consider
Island Chiropractic Centre Remembeflng
Spinal Decompression e Laser Therapy Your Par |Sh in
Chiropractic Sports Physician Your Will.

3546 Maybank Hwy.  Johns Island
843-559-9111
Serving the Sea Islands Since 1987

For further information,
please call the Parish Office.

J HENRY STUHR INC.
FuNErAaL CHAPELS
& CREMATORY
232 Calhoun Street
Charleston
South Carolina
Downtown

843-723-2524

Chore Caddie - “Keeping Your Life On Course!”

I'l take care of your to-do list, so you have time for

the things you love. Avoid the high costs of specialists.

(Painting, plumbing, carpentry, errands, lawn care,
pretty much anything to save you time!)

Call Ron McNALLY
Parishioner wanw,ChoreCaddie.com Licensed/Insured

SMILE
Dale Pt‘ObSt, DMD AC. Heating &
www.cDale2Smile.com . L .
1708 Central Park Rd. Air Conditioning Service
Charleston, SC 29412 1943 Belgrade Av. Suite 1
843-795-3332 Charleston. SC. 29407

843755b7T64!
Fax 8437556204
Diana Thompson

843.789.0687 Sales & Service

Dr. Michele Donovan - optometric Physician
Gene Gebhard- Licensed Optician

Local Parishioners
Mt. Pleasant West Ashley
763-0554

849-0822

North Charleston
824-2878

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and
connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Angel Oak Eye Center
Dr. Paul Bohac & Assoc.

Medical Eyecare
Contacts » Glasses
Most Insurance Accepted

FRED

HOLLAND
REALTY

Center Street « Folly Beach

Sales ¢ Management e Appraisals
LaJuan Kennedy

50 Center Street » P.0. Box 270, Folly Beach, SC 29439
Office: 843.588.2325  Cell: 843.670.3521 « Home: 843.588.9225
Fax: 843.588.2562 « info@fredhollandrealty.com
www.fredhollandrealty.com

Why Choose a
Catholic Cemetery?

A Catholic Cemetery is the sacred resting
place for those who are baptized, who
worshiped and lived their Christian faith,
and in death complete their baptismal
commitment by laying at rest with their
companions in faith.

Family Owned Business, Since 2009
Martha is a Person of the Year 2017
Awarded by South Carolina SBA
Contact us: 768-2299 or 373-0637
Website: IslandOakMedicalSpa.com
Employment Opportunity, please
contact Martha@MHRC.US

Compassionate, faith centered care.
Full body or cremation burial,
monuments and markers.

Call 843-795-2111 to learn more.
Holy Cross Cemetery - St Lawrence Cemetery

24 HOUR
EMERGENCY SERVICE

INDUSTRIAL ¢ COMMERCIAL
RESIDENTIAL
FREE ESTIMATES

SERVICE ALL
MAKES & MODELS

644800 Nativity Church

www.jspaluch.com

HEATING & AIR
CONDITIONING, INC.

554-8600

COUNTY LIC. M-96 « STATE LIC. 1032
“ASK ABOUT OUR PARISHIONER DISCOUNT”

“Serving Charleston Since 1981”

2470 Faber Road
www.morelliair.com

For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-432-3240
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