
Catholic Diocese of Charleston 

Church of the Nativity 
1061 Folly Road 

Charleston, South Carolina 29412 
 

Twenty-Third Sunday  
in Ordinary Time 

 

September 8, 2019 
 

Mission Statement 
We strive to be a faith-centered, Catholic community. By 
virtue of Baptism, we are called forth to minister to one 
another the Gospel message of Jesus Christ through  
education, evangelization, social justice and ecumenism. 
We reach out in love, respect and support for all as we 
seek to do the will of God. 

 

Weekly Mass Schedule 
Saturday Vigil  5:30 pm 
Sunday   9:00 and 11:30 am 
Mon. Tues., Wed., 4:15 pm 
Thursday  9:30 am 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday 4:15 to 5:00 pm and by Appointment 

 

Weekday Rosary in the Church 
Mon, Tues, Wed 3:50 pm 

 

Regular Office Hours 
Monday  -  Friday: 8:00 am to 3:00 pm 

Office: 843-795-3821 / Fax: 843-795-2714 
website: www.nativitycharleston.org 

e-mail: Office @NativityCharleston.org 

because the pastor twists our arm? Or do we love Jesus 
so much that we volunteer to help without being asked?
Do we love Jesus enough to invite others to follow him? 
We can live life just doing what we have to. Or when  
Jesus offers us a new motive—love for God because God 
loves us—we can choose to follow him freely. In John’s 
Gospel, there is no Agony in the Garden. He shows us 
that Jesus chose to obey his Father and willingly took up 
the cross. Let us ask the Spirit to fill us with the freedom 
to love. 

...Tom Schmidt, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co 

Free to Love 
 

St. Paul must have understood today’s Gospel very well. 
Like Jesus, he knew what being a disciple would cost. It 
landed him in prison. Yet he seems to have no regrets; he 
accepts that imprisonment as part of his discipleship. Also 
like Jesus, he is not afraid to ask others to take that  
discipleship seriously. And he is not ashamed to ask a 
favor: Would Philemon accept his runaway slave,  
Onesimus, back into his home? Not just as a slave, but as 
a member of his family. He shamelessly calls himself a 
prisoner for Christ five times in the short letter (three 
times in our reading). If that didn’t tug Philemon’s  
heartstrings, Paul also calls himself an old man. 

 

In the Gospel, Jesus talks about the cost of discipleship. 
Paul takes that a step further; he reminds us to accept 
that cost freely. He could have ordered his friend to free 
the slave. Paul was an apostle, a leader in the early 
church. Instead of giving an order, he called on Philemon 
to respond freely to his request. Perhaps we can learn 
from that example. 

 

Like Paul, when Jesus commands us to love one another, 
he leaves us free to accept that challenge. Remember, he 
always says, “Love one another, as I have loved 
you” (John 13:34). Jesus was never compelled to cure  
anyone or forgive their sins. No one ordered him to feed 
the hungry with loaves and fishes or raise Lazarus from 
the dead. Yet how often do we go to church because we 
were told we have to? Do we volunteer for the picnic only 

Continued next column —>> 
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~ Today’s Psalm PS 90. 



STAFF 
 

Pastor: Rev. Thomas Kingsley 
Pastor@NativityCharleston.org, 843-795-3821 x 105 

 

Director of Administration: Mrs. Vicki Vázquez 
Admin@NativityCharleston.org, 843-795-3821 x 101 

 

Financial Secretary: Mrs. Carolyn Miller 
Finance@NativityCharleston.org, 843-795-3821 x 102 

 

Music Director: Mrs. Courtney Reed 
Music@NativityCharleston.org, 843-795-3821 x 103 

 

Religious Education: Mrs. Mary L. Smith 
DRE@NativityCharleston.org, 843-795-3821 x 104 

 

School Principal: Mrs. Patti Dukes 
pdukes@nativity-school.com, 843-795-3975 

 

Diocesan Office of Child Protection Services: 
843-853-2130 x 209 

 

Diocesan Victim Assistance Minister: 
800-921-8122 

THINGS TO KNOW 

Note from the Finance Council 
 

You can provide for the needs of future generations of 
Catholics by remembering Nativity in your will. You may 
also choose to make a gift through a charitable trust or an 
annuity. For more information about joining the newly  
established Catholic Heritage Society or to learn more 
about legacy gifts, please contact Carrie Mummert at 
(843) 261-0435 or email cmummert@catholic-doc.org. 

All inquiries are handled in confidence. 

An Active Parishioner 
 

 is registered with the parish for at least 3 months, 
 attends liturgies weekly 
 makes regular and identifiable contributions by  

using parish envelopes or myEoffering. 
 

These criteria are used to verify parishioner status for 
Weddings, Sacramental Preparation, Parish School of 
Religion enrollment, Sponsor Certificates for Baptism and 
Confirmation, and to receive parishioner tuition rates at 
Catholic schools. An extended time with no activity will 
place a person or family on inactive status. 

 

Please be an active parishioner 

Nursery: Is available for children age 6 weeks to 4 yrs. old 
during the Sunday 9:00 am Mass. It is located on the right side 
of the school’s breezeway entrance. For more information or to 
volunteer to help, please contact Vicki Vázquez at 
admin@nativitycharleston.org or at 843-795-3821. 

 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word: Is offered to children 
age 4 years through 5th grade during the 9:00 am Mass on 
Sundays. The children are dismissed after the opening prayers   
and re-join their family for the Liturgy of the Eucharist. 

 

Religious Education Programs: Nativity School serves 
students in grades K4 through 8. The Parish School of Religion 
(PSR) is offered for other parish children, grades K4 through 8. 
PSR classes are held in the School Building from 10:00 to 11:15 
am on Sunday mornings during the school year. To register, 
please contact Mary Smith at 843-795-3821 x 24. 

 

Creating Safe Environments: All volunteers who 
minister in programs involving children at Nativity Parish or 
School are required to complete the Safe-Haven Online Abuse 
Prevention Training program. To complete this program, please 
visit http://charleston.CMGconnect.org. For more information 
please contact Vicki Vázquez at 843-795-3821. 

 

Baptism: To schedule a Baptism preparation class, a parent 
should be an active parishioner. For more information please 
contact Mary Smith at 843-795-3821 x 24. 

 

Sacraments of First Reconciliation, First 
Eucharist and Confirmation: A two year preparation 
period is required for these sacraments. Children planning to  
receive First Reconciliation and First Eucharist in the 2nd grade,  
must also have participated in a 1st grade PSR or Catholic 
school program. Children planning to receive the sacrament of 
Confirmation in the 8th grade must also have participated in a 7th 
grade PSR or Catholic school program. For more information 
please contact Mary Smith at 843-795-3821 x 24 

 

Alpha: is a series of sessions that explore the Christian faith. 
These sessions provide an opportunity to explore life's big 
questions, to say what you think and to hear other people's 
points of view. Each session considers a different question of 
our faith via a video presentation and interactive discussion 
designed to create conversation. All are welcome and 
encouraged to participate. For more information and/or to sign 
up, please visit www.nativitycharleston.org/alpha. 

 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA): ): is a 
program to prepare adults for entry into the Catholic Church. For 
information or to register please contact Vicki Vázquez at 843-
795-3821. 

 

FORMED.org: is a online service that provides access to 
electronic media (video studies, feature films, eBooks, audio 
presentations) from the Church’s foremost presenters. Unlimited 
free access is provided to members of Nativity parish. Sign up 
at www.nativitycharleston.formed.org. 

 

Sacrament of Marriage: Couples need to contact the 
priest at least six months prior to the proposed wedding date. 
Please contact the parish office at 843-795-3821 x 27. 

 

Care of the Sick and Homebound: We care about 
you. To arrange for a pastoral visit, please contact the parish 
office at 843-795-3821 x 21 

 

Sacrament of the Sick: Anointing of the Sick is the 
sacrament that is received by those who are suffering from a 
potentially life-threatening illness, those planning to have 
serious surgery and those in advanced years. Please do not 
wait until the ‘last minute’ to request the Anointing of the Sick.  
For more information or to request this sacrament. contact the 
parish office at 843-795-3821 x 21. 

New to Our  
Community? 

 

To register in our parish, please fill 
out a registration form on our web 
site: www.NativityCharleston.org. 

 

Forms are available at the church 
entrances. However, for immediate 
access, just scan this image with 
your smart phone       ——>>>> 

 

For more information, please call 
the parish office at 843-795-3821. 

 

Please consider joining our parish family! 

Support 
 

Be with me, Lord, when I am in trouble. 
 

… Psalm 91 



To advertise in our bulletin, please contact Jim Zupancic at zupancicj@jspaluch.com or at 708-764-0044. 
Please support our Advertisers whose funding makes this bulletin possible. 

 

Now available online at 
www.nativitycharleston.org 

For immediate access, just scan this QR 
code with your smart phone  ----->> 

 

Don’t forget to update your account  
with your current credit card expiration date. 

 

For more information, please contact the parish office. 

Let Us Pray 
 

For members of our community who have 
requested our prayers 

 

From previous months:  Allene Barans, Arnold Bennett, 
Clydie Bevis, Beverly Blevins, Britt Lamarr Boswell, Joe 
Caraviello, Cathy Clarey, Herman Connor, Jake DuPree, 
Jo Ann Frederick, Ellen Pate Futrell, Ruby Inez Germroth, 
Malcolm Hale, Angela Harbuta, Terry Harris, James  
Michael  Huber, Ronnie & Myrtis Jenkins, Fred Kor-
nahrens, Teresa LaTorre, Delores Lopez, Paul Madden, 
Paul & Carole Moran, Suzette Nowak, Charlie Organ, 
Irene Parmenter, Brenda Pearson, Ed and Terry Pop, 
Betty Ann Quinn, James Romero, Rosemary Saari,  
Michael Scarborough, Kyle Souza, Fran Taylor, Inge 
Thornley, Lois Ulichnie, Rachel Villeponteaux, Courtney 
Wilson, Sally Wojcik 

 

For our service men and women and their 
families throughout the world. 

 

For Members of our Community who have 
recently lost loved ones. 

 

To have names added or removed from these lists, 
please contact the parish office at 843-795-3821 
or at Office@NativityCharleston.org. 

Stewardship 
 

Stewardship is not job-oriented  
or project-minded.   

It is a way of life for a lifetime. 
Offerings August 31 – September 1 

 

Due to Labor Day holiday, the weekly offerings  
information was not available by the publishing deadline 
for this week’s bulletin. The information will be provided in 
a future bulletin. 

 

Thank you for your Generosity. 
 

Please use your envelopes. 
If you need envelopes, call the parish office. 

at 843 795-3821. 

 

Intentions 
 
 

Mass: This Week 
 

Sat 7 5:30 pm Jim & Marie Donovan++ 
Sun 8 9:00 am Franklin Koonts+ 
  11:30 am For the people of Nativity 
Mon 9 4:15 pm Frank Koonts+ 
Tues 10 4:15 pm  
Wed 11 4:15 pm  
Thurs 12 9:30 am  Anne Condon Kingsley+ 
Sat 14 5:30 pm Mary Ann Biancotti+ 
Sun 15 9:00 am For the people of Nativity 
  11:30 am For the people of Nativity 

 

Envelopes for Sanctuary Candle and Mass Intentions are 
at the church entrances. Please fill one out and put it in 
the collection basket. Please include your telephone  
number in case your requested date is unavailable. 

 

Intention requests cannot be accepted 
more than 3 months in advance. 

Liturgical Ministers for Sept. 14-15 
Please arrange for a substitute if you are unable to fulfill 

your ministry as scheduled 
 

5:30 pm Mass 
Greeters: Daniel Forsberg Family 
 Terry Harris 
Altar Servers: Angel Salceda, Daniel Salceda,  
 Phillip Smith 
Eucharistic Dawn Clancy, Eileen Easler, 
Ministers: Terry Harris, Gene McDermott, 
 Carolyn Smith, John Warren, 
 Maritza Zeisel 
Lector: Claire Bergstrom 
Ushers: Emmett Alphonse, William Jensen, 
 Patrick Kelley, Leroy Holseberg 

 

 9:00 am Mass 
Greeters: Horner Family, Knight Family 
Altar Servers: James Elliott Handal, Matthew Hart, 
 Kevin Hart 
Eucharistic Jimmy Craven, Wendy Craven, 
Ministers: Suzanne Decker, Donica Dennis, 
 Gary Hart, Mark Hollifield, 
 Becky Warriner 
Lector: Michael Bolchoz 
Ushers: Jim Anderson, Richard Bragiel, 
 Walter Machowski, Steve Molony 
 

11:30 am Mass 
Greeters: Susan La Via 
Altar Servers: Chloe Cosca, Jackson DeLoach 
 Caryn Hasenberg 
Eucharistic Irene Bennett, Karen Cellars, 
Ministers: Lynn Curry,, Ed Defourneaux,  
 Pam Everitt, Christine Lewis, 
 Liisa Machowski, Phu Tran 
Lector: Tara Hasenberg 
Ushers: Chuck Everitt, Joe Ginn, 
 Sheila Griner, Gilbert O'Brien  











$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly
• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System

Dr. Anthony C. Ross
Island Chiropractic Centre

Spinal Decompression • Laser Therapy

Chiropractic Sports Physician

3546 Maybank Hwy. • Johns Island

843-559-9111
Serving the Sea Islands Since 1987

Dr. Michele Donovan - Optometric Physician
Gene Gebhard - Licensed Optician

Local Parishioners
North Charleston Mt. Pleasant West Ashley

824-2878 849-0822 763-0554

Excellence in Eyecare / Eye Wear Since 1991

Angel Oak Eye Center

Dr. Paul Bohac & Assoc.

Medical Eyecare
Contacts • Glasses

Most Insurance Accepted

843-559-5333
Charleston Diocese Parishioner

2875 Maybank Hwy. Johns Island, SC 29455
(Across From True Value Hardware)

Sales • Management • Appraisals

LaJuan Kennedy
50 Center Street • P.O. Box 270, Folly Beach, SC 29439

Office: 843.588.2325 • Cell: 843.670.3521 • Home: 843.588.9225
Fax: 843.588.2562 • info@fredhollandrealty.com

www.fredhollandrealty.com

FRED
HOLLAND

REALTY
Center Street • Folly Beach

644800 Nativity Church

Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.
For further information,

please call the Parish Office.

www.jspaluch.com                                                     For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-432-3240

J HENRY STUHR INC.
FUNERAL CHAPELS

& CREMATORY
232 Calhoun Street

Charleston
South Carolina

Downtown
843-723-2524

I’ll take care of your to-do list, so you have time for
the things you love. Avoid the high costs of specialists.

(Painting, plumbing, carpentry, errands, lawn care,
pretty much anything to save you time!)

Call RON MCNALLY 843.789.0687
Parishioner Licensed/Insured

Chore Caddie - “Keeping Your Life On Course!”

www.ChoreCaddie.com

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Download Our Free App or Visit

MY.ONEPARISH.COM

24 HOUR 
EMERGENCY SERVICE

INDUSTRIAL • COMMERCIAL
RESIDENTIAL

FREE ESTIMATES

SERVICE ALL 
MAKES & MODELS

“Serving Charleston Since 1981”

2470 Faber Road
www.morelliair.com

COUNTY LIC. M-96 • STATE LIC. 1032

“ASK ABOUT OUR PARISHIONER DISCOUNT”

554-8600

HEATING & AIR 
CONDITIONING, INC.

S M I L E
DDaallee  PPrroobbsstt,,  DD..MM..DD

www.cDale2Smile.com
1708 Central Park Rd.
Charleston, SC 29412

884433--779955--33333322

Why Choose a
Catholic Cemetery?

A Catholic Cemetery is the sacred resting
place for those who are baptized, who

worshiped and lived their Christian faith,
and in death complete their baptismal
commitment by laying at rest with their

companions in faith.

Call 843-795-2111 to learn more.
Holy Cross Cemetery - St.Lawrence Cemetery

Compassionate, faith centered care.
Full body or cremation burial,

monuments and markers.

A.C. Heating &
Air Conditioning Service
1943 Belgrade Av. Suite 1
Charleston, S.C. 29407

843-556-7641
Fax 843-556-2091
Diana Thompson

Sales & Service

Family Owned Business, Since 2009

Martha is a Person of the Year 2017

Awarded by South Carolina SBA

Contact us: 768-2299 or 373-0637

Website: IslandOakMedicalSpa.com

Employment Opportunity, please

contact Martha@MHRC.US
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